
 

IN THE AUTUMN TERM IN YEAR 1 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

RE: This term, the children will be introduced to the story of Creation in Genesis 

1, as a prayerful and poetic reflection on God’s world and be able to retell this 

story in any form. They will recognise in an age-appropriate way that the Church 

teaches that all that is comes from God, our Father, who made heaven and Earth. 

They will understand that prayer is a way of drawing closer to God and reflecting 

on what the words of the Our Father and the opening words of the Creed say to them. In addition to this, 

they will learn about the letter that the late Pope Francis wrote, called ‘Laudato Si’, about the gift of 

Creation and the importance of taking care of the world as it is everyone’s home. 

After half term, the children will be introduced to the Bible as a special book and encounter the stories and 

accounts of how people came to know God and the Good News of Jesus in the gospels. They will learn about 

‘The Annunciation’ and the importance of Mary saying ‘Yes’ to God’s call and why this makes Mary important 

for Christians. In addition, they will learn the Christmas story revealing God’s love by sending Jesus his Son. 

English: The children will read, discuss and enjoy the story ‘Whatever Next’.  They 

will, create captions for some of the images to retell the story, story-map the plot and 

use props to bring it to life.  They will also read and explore ‘What is the Moon’ and 

‘Man on the Moon’.  The children will focus on sentence work, demarcating simple 

and repetitive sentences using capital letters and full stops.  Following this, children 

will see how different information texts work.  The will read non-fiction texts about 

different astronauts and then generate facts about them, discuss their findings and create a timeline to 

help them organise their ideas. 

After the half term break, children will think about maps and their local area.  They will read ‘Maya’s walk’ 

and write a recount of the visit to the local area.  They will also read ‘Chasing the rainbow’ and retell part of 

the story about what happened when Emmy went for her walk.  Children will then look at instructional 

writing and read ‘The treasure of pirate Frank’ and create a simple set of instructions to help someone else 

find the surprise. 

Maths: We use the White Rose Maths Scheme and this term the units are as follows: 

Place value – children will learn to sort, count and represent objects; recognise 

numbers as words; count on and backwards within 10 and find 1 more /1 less. Children 

will also learn to compare and order numbers and to use a number line. 

Addition and subtraction block - children will learn to write number sentences; identify 

fact families and to calculate number bonds to 10 and beyond. They will use a range of concrete resources, 

use part whole models and pictorial representations to support them when adding and subtracting. 

Shape - children will begin this block by recognising, naming and sorting 3D shapes. They move on to 

investigating 2D shapes and learn to make patterns using both 2D and 3D shapes. 



Science: In Science this term, children will explore seasonal changes.   

During this unit, they will: 

• Observe changes across the four seasons   

• Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day length varies. 

After half term, children will distinguish between an object and the material from which it is made.  They 

will: 

• Identify and name a variety of everyday materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 

metal, water, and rock. 

• Describe the simple physical properties of a variety of everyday materials. 

• Compare and group together a variety of everyday materials on the basis of their simple physical 

properties. 

Computing: This half term, the children will learn about technology and how it can help 

them in their everyday lives. They will start to develop their keyboard and mouse skills. They 

will learn how to use technology responsibly and who to ask for help if they see any content 

or comments online that make them feel uncomfortable.  After half term, the children will be 

introduced to a range of tools used for digital painting. They will then use these tools to create 

their own digital paintings, while gaining inspiration from a range of artists’ work. The children will consider 

their preferences when painting with and without the use of digital devices. 

Humanities – History & Geography 

This half term, the children will explore the enquiry question: Who were the greatest explorers? In this 
History unit, the children will be introduced to some of the most intrepid explorers across history, including: 
Ibn Battuta, Christopher Columbus, Neil Armstrong and a whole host of modern explorers too! They will find 
out all about the lives and achievements of these significant individuals and why they are remembered today. 
They will also learn how we know about these famous explorers through investigating historical sources such 
as books, diaries, artefacts, film and photographs.  This unit develops children's awareness of the past and 
historical language and provides lots of opportunities for children to identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different time periods.  After half term, the half term, the children will think about 
the Geography enquiry question ‘Why are maps are so important?’.  The children will find out why we use 
maps and how to read them, as well as having the opportunity to draw their own maps and plan 
perspectives. They will learn about the four compass points and use these to navigate around maps. The 
children will look at some maps of towns and cities, describing what they can see and finding out why 
symbols and keys are useful when using maps.  We are sure that the children will be excited about making 
and using maps! 

Music: This half term, the children will sing a simple song in unison with actions. They will learn how to play 

the glockenspiel with good technique through simple call and response songs and a short song using the 

notes of the C major scale.  After half term, the children will sing a simple song in unison and will create a 

body percussion accompaniment to the song.  They will focus on improvising and composing on the 

glockenspiel in this half term. They will begin to improvise to a backing track using notes from the C major 

scale and will then compose a simple melody using these notes and creating their own rhythmic patterns 

using "tea" and "coffee" rhythms. 

 



P.E. This term in gymnastics and dance the children will be learning to plan and  

show a sequence of movements. They will learn how to make their body tense, 

relaxed, curled and stretched, control and balance their body and climb safely.  

The children will copy dance moves, changing rhythm, speed, level and 

direction and make up short dance routines, using their imagination to plan a 

sequence of movements. 

P.S.H.E  This half term the children will complete their environmental education unit. This links to our RE 

curriculum, looking at the Creation of the world. The children will think about different environments inside 

and outside of school and learn how to look after them. Following this, they will think about safety in the 

local area and they will learn about the importance of road safety.  After half term, the children will 

understand that we are made in God’s image and that each of us are unique.  The children will explore the 

idea of family in terms of being a part of God’s family and develop their understanding of solving conflict 

within relationships with the power of saying sorry. The children will concentrate on the idea that we should 

love others as we would like to be loved and that we are all part of a school family. 

Art/DT:  In Design and Technology this term Year 1 will be designing a home for Teddy Bear. The children 

will explore different types of houses and their features. They will investigate ways to join and combine 

shapes to make a house. They will also create the interior features of the house. Then each child will follow 

their own design, creating a house for Teddy Bear. Finally, the children will evaluate their finished product. 

You can build it, Year 1!  In Art this term, the children will create watercolour paintings of animals in their 

habitats based on the artist Daniel Mackie. 

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

Mrs Leckey and Miss Jervis 

 

 

 

 


