
 

IN THE AUTUMN TERM IN YEAR 2 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This term, the children will learn that the Bible is split into two parts, the 

Old Testament, and the New Testament. They will retell the Noah story, 

focusing on Noah and God’s promise to all living creatures in the sign of the 

rainbow. They will correctly use religious words and phrases to talk about the 

Sacrament of Baptism, as a sign of Jesus’ love for all people and a welcome into 

the Christian family. Additionally, they will recognise that the Church teaches that God gave human beings 

the responsibility for taking care of the world and its people and encounter the term ‘stewardship.’ 

After half term, the children will retell, with increasing detail, one of the religious accounts from the 

Annunciation and the birth of John the Baptist and of the Annunciation and the birth of Jesus from the Gospel 

of Luke. Additionally, the children will describe some ways that Christians prepare for Jesus’ coming at 

Christmas during the season of Advent for example, correctly using religious words and phrases to recognise 

the meaning given to the Advent wreath and how these might help us prepare for Christmas. 

English:  This term, the children will read text extracts and books comprising of 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  The children will read and discuss the Weather 

Monster.  They will write a character description to show what the character looks like 

but also explain his character traits.  After this, they will read and write a daily diary 

entry for the Weather Monster using expanded noun phrases.    Following this, 

children will read the adventures of Little Cloud.  They will tell part of the narrative 

and innovate the story. They will then read and identify the features of instructional writing and they will 

write a set of instructions explaining how to make a rainmaker.  After the half term break, children will use 

the pop-up book to introduce Paddington who needs help to find out about the images of London in the 

past.  The will complete a simple time-line of what happened during the Great Fire of London.  Following 

this, the children will read Vlad and the great fire of London.  During these units, children will think about 

using commas in lists when retelling events and the correct use of past tense verbs. 

Maths: We use the White Rose Maths Scheme supported by CGP Mental Maths.  The 

first unit is place value which is a significant proportion of the autumn Year 2 maths 

curriculum. Children will begin the block, focusing on: numbers to 20; counting objects 

to 100 and recognising tens and ones (using materials and a range of representations 

to do this). They will use a place value chart to partition numbers to hundred and learn 

to write numbers to 100 in words. Students are also introduced to the < , > and = 

symbols to compare and order numbers to 100 and learn to count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from zero.  Addition 

and subtraction – Children will use concrete objects and pictorial representations, applying their increasing 

knowledge of mental and written methods and extend their understanding of the language of addition and 

subtraction to include sum and difference.  They will use concrete objects and pictorial representations to 

add and subtract and will also understand to recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition 

and subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing number problems.  Shape is the final 

block of the autumn term. Children will learn to identify and describe the properties of a range of 2D, 

including number of sides and lines of symmetry and 3D shapes, including the number of edges, faces and 



vertices. They will also learn to read and write the names for the shapes; sort shapes and make patterns with 

both 2D and 3D shapes. 

Science:  This term children will be introduced to the basic needs of animals for 

survival, as well as the importance of exercise and nutrition for humans. They will begin 

to understand that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. 

Then they will find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans, 

for survival (water, food and air).  Finally, the children will describe the importance for 

humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene.  

After half term, the children will explore materials.  The children will identify some natural and man-made 

materials and describe them, then continue to find out about, sort and describe a range of materials.  The 

children will recognise that some materials can change shape by squashing, bending, stretching and twisting, 

and others can’t. They will look at a variety of objects made using metal or plastic and consider why each 

material has been used.  They will discuss how some materials are chosen specifically for specific reasons 

and how versatile some materials can be!  There will be lots of opportunities for practical investigations and 

hands on Science fun! 

Computing:   The children will develop their understanding of what information technology 

(IT) is and will begin to identify examples from the wider world. They will discuss where they 

have seen IT in school and beyond, in settings such as shops, hospitals, and libraries. Then they 

will investigate how IT improves our world, and they will learn about the importance of using 

IT responsibly.  After half term, the children will learn to recognise that different devices can 

be used to capture photographs and will begin capturing, editing, and improving photos. They will use this 

knowledge to recognise that images they see may not be real. 

 

Humanities – History & Geography: 

This half term, the children will investigate the Geography enquiry question:  What are the seasons?  They 
will think about the difference between seasonal weather and daily weather and how the weather changes 
during each season in the United Kingdom.  Children will also consider these questions, as well as how 
climate conditions vary between inland and coastal areas. The children will begin to find out about ways in 
which the weather during each season in equatorial and polar regions differs from the weather in the United 
Kingdom.  After half term, the children will have a History focus and will learn about the Great Fire of London 
and consider the enquiry question ‘How can you put the fire out?’ Children will be told the story of the Great 
Fire of London. They will find out how the fire started, where it spread to, how much of London was affected 
and how the fire ended. They will also find out about Pepys’ experience of the fire and consider how different 
people might have been feeling.  They will look at different sources, such as pictures, artefacts and 
newspapers and they will be encouraged to consider what information we can find out from each source. 

 

Music:  Children will follow a unit called ‘Question and Answers’ which features two 

songs to learn to sing: Hello, which celebrates different greetings from around the 

world, and Hey Friends, a jazzy, upbeat song about making friends and respecting one 

another. Children will discover that improvisation is a key ingredient of Jazz and this 

unit focuses on improvising question-and-answer phrases. Children will work with 

clapping and untuned percussion to improvise rhythms. Children will also learn that Timbre is a musical building 

block that refers to the unique sound that each voice and instrument makes. Children will enjoy a series of 

progressive games and listening activities to build understanding of what timbre means and help to identify 

instruments and voices within songs and pieces.  After half term the children will enjoy singing songs and 

developing confidence. They will develop skills to support singing in tune with others, listening carefully to match 



pitch and stay together as a group. They will focus on sing loudly or quietly, fast or slow, and know the difference 

and how this creates a good performance. 

P.E.  In the coming weeks, the children will develop important physical literacy skills to improve their 

movement and coordination. They will learn how to change direction quickly to find space behind defenders. 

They’ll also practice working together and communicating effectively to build teamwork. Additionally, they 

will work on balancing on one leg while throwing and catching to enhance their stability and control. These 

skills will help children move more confidently and participate more effectively in physical activities.  After 

half term, the children will focus on developing important skills through games. They will learn to follow 

rules consistently, helping create a fair and fun environment for everyone. Applying basic tactics during play 

will allow them to think strategically and improve their gameplay. Emphasis will also be placed on supporting 

others, encouraging children to help their peers and make everyone feel successful. Finally, they will 

experience what it means to be part of a team, building cooperation and a sense of belonging through shared 

goals and teamwork. 

P.S.H.E.  This half term, the children will be focussing on environmental education. They will understand 

that we live in a diverse community and they will learn about the roles of different people who care for their 

environment, deepening their awareness of how to be stewards of God’s earth. They will then consider their 

school environment and begin to develop a sense of pride and leadership in looking after this.  After half 

term, the children will think about how we are created individually by God and know that we can talk to God 

throughout the day, not just when we pray.  Following this, the children will talk about being safe online.  

They will develop their understanding of safe and unsafe situations and understand that they can ask for 

adult help, at home or in school, with anything that worries them. 

ART/ D.T.  In Design and Technology this term Year 2 will be designing puppets. The children will investigate 

a range of puppets and their features. They will use fabric to create a finger puppet. The children will develop 

and practise their sewing skills which they will use when creating their own glove puppet. Finally, the children 

will evaluate their finished product. Have fun, Year 2! In Art this term, the children will be Learning about 

Monet and Morisot.  Children will then create their own wax resist waterscapes. 

 

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

Miss Smith and Miss Kennedy 

 

 


