
 

IN THE AUTUMN TERM IN YEAR 3 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This term the children will revisit and remember the first Creation story 

from Genesis, recognising the author’s use of poetic language to describe how 

the world was formed. They will describe how either a psalm or a prayer they 

have studied praises Creation. The children will encounter the belief that 

human beings are made ‘in the image of God’ (Gen 1:27) and talk about what 

this might mean. In addition, they will make simple links between the first Creation story, the belief that all 

human beings are created equal, and an expression of the principle of Catholic Social Teaching about 

human dignity. Finally, they will recognise that in the Laudato Si’ letter, Pope Francis taught that human 

beings are called to have a loving relationship with God, with each other, and with the world. 

After half term, the children will recognise that the Church teaches Mary is the Mother of God who prays 

for them and with them. They will learn how St. Joseph puts his trust in God when the Angel Gabriel 

appears to Mary at ‘The Annunciation.’ Additionally, they will recall that the angels brought God’s message 

in the gospels of St Matthew and St Luke. The children will learn about the Christmas events and the 

importance of Jesus being born, as the ‘Saviour of the World.’ 

English:  This term, children will have the oportunity to consolidate the end of KS1 

standards for sentence level and word choice. They will read and discuss Stone Age 

Boy and they will rewrite the opening pages about the boy falling into the past and 

meeting other characters from the Stone Age.  Children will also use the book as a 

stimulus for diary writing and they will create a hunt from the boy’s perspective.   

Linked to their topic work, the children will read Mammoth about a mammoth that comes into the modern 

world.  Children will also read and explore the features of non-chronological reports and instruction writing 

and they will write their own set of instructions for how to wash a woolly mammoth and write an 

informative report about an aspect of Stone Age life.  After the half term break, children will read and 

analyse Greta and the Giants and they will write a setting description of the wood before and after the 

giants changed the world.  They will then explore the dialogue between the animals and Greta about what 

they should do to stop the giants.  Following this, they will write a persuasive speech in role as Greta 

complaining about the giant’s behaviour and demanding change! 

Maths:  We use the White Rose Maths Scheme supported by Target your Maths and  

Schofield and Sims, Mental Arithmetic. 

Place value – This is an essential part of pupils’ learning, hence why it is usually the first 

block pupils cover each year. In Year 3, several new concepts are introduced as well as 

recapping important concepts taught in Key Stage 1. In KS1, pupils look at numbers to 

100. In Year 3, pupils look at numbers up to 1,000. Pupils also expand their knowledge of counting in 

multiples by counting in multiples of 50. 

Addition and subtraction - Year 3 are introduced to the formal written method of addition and subtraction. 

This builds on knowledge of adding and subtracting (including regrouping and exchanging) with concrete 

resources. 



Multiplication and division – The first block in the autumn term focuses on basic understanding such as equal 

groups, arrays and sharing and grouping as well as recapping times table facts from Year 2 (2s, 5s and 10s) 

and introduces other times tables facts (3s, 4s and 8s).  The 3, 4 and 8 times tables are introduced as both 

multiplication and division facts to reinforce the link between multiplication and division. Year 3 also explore 

the relationship between the 2, 4 and 8 times tables. 

Science:   Children will learn about Rocks in Science linked to their topic work.  During 

the unit, the children will compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the 

basis of their appearance and simple physical properties.  They will describe in simple 

terms how fossils are formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock and 

recognise that soils are made from rocks and organic matter.  After half term, the 

children will investigate skeletons! They will discuss how animals, including humans, 

need specific nutrition to help them move and grow, and how humans and some other animals have 

skeletons and muscles to help their bodies move.  They will learn about the functions of some of the different 

bones in the skeleton and then they will discuss how some animals can be sorted and grouped based on 

their skeletons.  Following this, the children will compare bones in some animals and human and discover 

that some creatures don’t have a skeleton!  

Computing:   This half term, the children will develop their understanding of digital devices, with an initial 

focus on inputs, processes, and outputs. They will also compare digital and non-digital 

devices. Next, they will be introduced to computer networks, including devices that make 

up a network’s infrastructure, such as wireless access points and switches. Finally, they will 

discover the benefits of connecting devices in a network.  After half term, the children will 

use a range of techniques to create a stop-frame animation and they will apply those skills 

to create a story-based animation. This unit will finish with the children adding other types of media to their 

animation, such as music and text. 

Humanities – History & Geography: 

This half term, the children will explore the enquiry question:  From stone to steel – how did England 
change? The children will embark on a fascinating journey as they explore prehistoric Britain.  They will 
explore a million years of prehistory as they learn about the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age, discovering 
how humans first came to Britain, how they lived and what developments were made during each era. The 
children will also develop their history skills as they consider how we know about prehistory (the period 
before written evidence) and find out what archaeologists do. By the end of this unit, the children will have 
developed a broad understanding of the prehistoric era.  After half term, the children will focus on a climate 
unit of work, ‘Why is climate important?’.  In this Geography topic, the children will learn the difference 
between weather and climate, identifying global climate zones, and exploring how these zones are defined 
by temperature, rainfall, and location.  The children will use maps and globes to understand the Equator and 
Tropics, biomes and vegetation belts, investigating extreme weather, and introducing the concept of climate 
change. 

Music:  This term, children will complete a unit ‘Let your Spirit Fly’.  Children's 

learning is focused around one song: Let Your Spirit Fly.  They will listen and sing 

to this R&B song developing their learning of the dimensions of music (pulse, 

rhythm, pitch etc), singing and playing instruments are all linked.  After half term, 

the children will complete ‘A Shining Performance’.  This focuses on the song 

“Sparkle In The Sun”, offering opportunities for singing, playing in two or three 

parts and composing original pieces. Children will explore creative expression through performing and 

composing, drawing inspiration from visual stimuli such as artwork and themes like "Glittering Night." They will 

learn to play simple parts on the glockenspiel, developing their skills from KS1 and compose original pieces. 



P.E.  This half term, the children will focus on developing their athletic skills with an emphasis on safety and 

personal growth. They will learn to use equipment safely while exploring different events to discover which 

ones suit them best. The children will be encouraged to put in their best effort and work hard to achieve 

personal goals. Cooperation with others will also be an important part of their learning experience. They will 

practice a range of athletic throwing events using basic techniques, and develop their jumping skills by 

learning to jump from two feet and land on two feet using a basic standing long jump method. Additionally, 

children will gain a clear understanding of the differences between jogging, running, and sprinting, helping 

them improve their overall fitness and performance.  After half term, the children will learn to understand 

and use rules fairly to keep games flowing, while agreeing on rules with others and aiming to play fairly. They 

will develop more creative movement ideas in response to challenges and improve their teamwork skills. 

Emphasis will be placed on competing with a positive attitude and gaining better control when throwing and 

catching under some pressure. Children will also work on maintaining possession using different equipment, 

show agility during game situations, and improve their accuracy and control when sending a ball with 

equipment like tennis rackets or cricket bats. 

P.S.H.E.  This half term, the children will begin their P.S.H.E. lessons focussing on Environmental education. 

They will create an Eco Pledge outlining the ways we can look after our shared home. They will learn about 

the needs of the community and local environment and how they change over time and then the children 

will learn about the different types of local facilities and how we should respect these as a community. 

Following this, the children will learn about dangerous places in the environment and how we keep away 

from them e.g. water, electricity and railways. The children will be able to identify actions which spoil the 

environment and link this back to their Eco Pledge.  After half term, the children will look at how we are all 

created in God’s image and likeness. The children will explore their purpose in the world and how this links 

to what we choose to do when we are older. They will develop their understanding about life being precious 

right from the start and understand that it is a gift. Then the children will explore different ways we can talk 

to God and explore different prayers that may help us in times of need. After this, the children will begin to 

look at the Sacraments, focussing on Baptism and Reconciliation.  The children will understand that 

forgiveness is an important part of maintaining relationships and look at how Jesus teaches us about 

forgiveness. 

ART / D.T.  Art this term will be linked to the Hisory topic.  Children will create charcoal and posca pen 

drawings based on the Stone age topic, researching the work and style of Henry Moore and Jon Stucky.  In 

Design and Technology this term Year 3 will be designing a photograph frame. The children will investigate 

free-standing structures and how they are made stable. They will find different ways of strengthening and 

joining paper and card, making stable structures. Each child will design and create a photograph frame for a 

particular purpose. Finally, Year 3 will evaluate their finished product. 

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

Miss Symington and Miss Buckland 

 


