
 

IN THE AUTUMN TERM IN YEAR 4 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This term, the children in Year 4 will retell the story of Abraham, 

ensuring it is accurate in sequence and detail and shows an understanding of 

the term ‘covenant’. The children will recognise that God’s covenant with 

Abraham is the foundation of the faith of the people of the Old and New 

Testaments: Judaism and Christianity. In addition, they will show some 

understanding of how the decisions of Abraham (and Joseph) were informed by their faith, hope, and love 

in God.  After half term, the children will describe what a prophet is, drawing on Elijah and John the Baptist 

as examples. They will show how some understanding of the cultural and religious context of Elijah’s time 

and why people needed to be reminded of God’s covenant. The children will learn about making links with 

the words of Isaiah, the preaching of John the Baptist, and the season of Advent. The children will be 

taught and will be aware about the importance of the wonderful festival of Christmas. 

English: This term, the children will read, discuss and enjoy the book Tuesday by 

David Weisner.  The children will write the narrative of what happened when the frogs 

left the river including a setting description and vivid description of the action with the 

story.  In poetry, children will explore the concrete river poem based on Once upon a 

raindrop.  They will perform the conversation poem ‘I asked the River’, a poem based 

on ‘The River’.  Children will read some non-fiction books about rivers and create an information page 

about the Nile in the style of the information book.  After half term, children will write a description of 

what was in the tomb that will feed into a letter of announcement from Carter to Caernarvon describing 

what had been found in the tomb. Children will then write a set of instructions, ‘How to mummify a body’.  

They will watch a clip from the animation, Taedo Jones, and recreate a conversational scene from the 

animation focusing on dialogue that conveys character.  Children will read and discuss ‘The scarab’s secret’ 

and retell the story from the point of view of the scarab beetle. 

Maths:  We will be using the White Rose Maths Scheme supported by Schofield and 

Sims, Mental Arithmetic. 

Place value - Children will compare numbers beyond 1000; find 1000 more and less; 

count backwards through zero and round numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. 

They will also practise using Roman Numerals. 

Addition and subtraction - Children will use a formal method, to add and subtract numbers with up to 4 

digits. They will continue to work with concrete resources, starting with no exchanging, then progressing to 

one exchange, followed by more than one exchange. They will build on their problem-solving skills and move 

to more complex two-step problems. 

Area - In this unit, children will find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.  

Multiplication and division - The first block focuses on times tables knowledge; looking at multiplying and 

dividing. Initial focus is on the 3, 6 and 9 times tables, followed by the 7, 11 and 12 times tables. Pupils also 

explore multiplying and dividing by 1 and 0 and multiplying three numbers together.  In the second block, 



children move on to using formal written methods to multiply 2 and 3-digit numbers by 1 digit and explore 

ways of partitioning 2 and 3 digits as a progression towards formal written method for division. 

Science:  Children will learn about the states of matter and compare and group 

materials together, according to whether they are solids, liquids or gases.  They observe 

that some materials change state when they are heated or cooled, and measure or 

research the temperature at which this happens in degrees Celsius. Children will identify 

the part played by evaporation and condensation in the water cycle and associate the 

rate of evaporation with temperature.  After half term, the children will enter the world 

of electricity! They will learn about where electricity comes from and how it is used before moving onto 

electrical safety.  Children will then look at how to make simple circuits, learning the names of different 

components and how each of these work. They will investigate insulators and conductors and use this 

knowledge to make a switch. Finally, children will be challenged to make their very own electrical devices.  

We hope that there will be lots of light bulb moments in Year 4! 

Computing:  The children will apply their knowledge and understanding of networks from 

last year, to appreciate the internet as a network of networks which need to be kept secure. 

They will learn that the World Wide Web is part of the internet, and will be given 

opportunities to explore the World Wide Web for themselves in order to learn about who 

owns content and what they can access, add, and create. Finally, they will evaluate online 

content to decide how honest, accurate, or reliable it is, and understand the consequences of false 

information.  After half term, the children will identify the input device (microphone) and output devices 

(speaker or headphones) required to work with sound digitally. They will discuss the ownership of digital 

audio and the copyright implications of duplicating the work of others. They will record audio themselves 

and edit their work, add multiple tracks, and open and save audio files. Finally, they will evaluate their work 

and give feedback to their peers. 

Humanities – Geography & History:  This half term, the children will discover 

‘Why are rivers so important?’  They will develop an understanding of rivers, their 

uses, features and effect on the environment.  The children study the water cycle, find 

out how rivers are formed, explore the journey of a river from source to mouth, 

investigate why rivers are important and what they are used for, river pollution and 

its effects, as well as choosing a river around the world to investigate in depth.  After 

half term, the children will delve into the fascinating world of the ancient Egyptians 

and explore ‘How do we learn about ancient Egyptian civilization?’  They will explore 

all aspects of ancient Egyptian life from powerful pharaohs and the mysterious 

pyramids to everyday people, incredible inventions and the secrets of mummification. 

Throughout the unit, children will learn to use historical sources, develop enquiry skills and understand how 

this ancient civilisation has influenced the modern world. 

Music:  This term, children will sing a warmup song in C major with accurate   

pitching. As an extension, pupils will learn to sing the warmup forwards and 

backwards and will miss out certain notes to replace with claps and stamps to 

further ensure pitching is accurate. Children will recap the basics of playing the 

ukulele, including playing with the correct technique and with a solid pulse. They 

will learn the chords C, Am and F, playing simple rhythmic patterns along to a backing track. Children will 

know the difference between major and minor and be able to recognise chord symbols and differentiate 

when a chord is major or minor.  After half term, children will learn more warmup songs in C major and sing 

a simple song in unison with good intonation. Children will recap Dm and learn G to add to the chords they 



already know. They will play new songs with new strumming patterns in this half term and they will compose 

simple strumming patterns and use the c major scale to compose a simple melody. 

P.E. This half term, the children will develop their ability to adapt sequences to suit different types of 

apparatus as well as their partner’s abilities. They will collaborate with partners to create, repeat, and 

improve sequences consisting of at least three phrases. The children will learn to modify activities to 

accommodate all skill levels and understand the importance of being a positive role model. They will be 

encouraged to take responsibility for their actions and take the lead when working with partners or groups. 

Setting personal goals to improve in PE and working with control will also be key areas of focus.  After half 

term, the children will work with partners and small groups to create, repeat, and improve dances made up 

of at least three phrases. They will use their imagination to develop actions and motifs, incorporating 

techniques like unison and canon. Throughout the term, children will learn appropriate dance vocabulary to 

evaluate and enhance their work. They will focus on moving with precision, control, and improved rhythm, 

especially when coordinating with others. Building a broad movement vocabulary will help them express 

ideas clearly and creatively in their dances. 

P.S.H.E.  This half term, the children will explore their purpose in the world and how this links to what we 

choose to do when we are older. The children will develop their understanding about life being precious 

right from the start and understand that it is a gift. The children will explore different ways we can talk to 

God and explore different prayers that may help us in times of need.  After half term, the children will 

complete their unit on financial capability. They will learn about the benefits of different types of bank 

accounts and also explore the different ways of saving. The children will begin to compare different banks 

and look at the advantages of having a bank account and how to use it safely. 

D.T. / ART:  In Design and Technology this term Year 4 will be making a torch. The children will identify the 

features of torches. They will investigate ways to make an electrical circuit using different materials for 

switches. They will also focus on making the torch casing. Then each child will design and create a torch for 

a particular purpose. Finally, Year 4 will evaluate their finished product. In Art, children will research the 

work of Chila Kumari Burman to create self-portraits in an Egyptian style. 

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

Miss Gagan and Miss Kenzitt 

 


