
 

 

Welcome to our Autumn Term, reading newsletter.  In these newsletters we will be sharing new releases and 
topic-related texts, plus keeping you updated on events, both in and outside of school, all relating to books! 
In this edition we share some of the fantastic reading for pleasure initiatives going on across the school 
(including those that parents can get involved with).   Each term, we will share different elements of our 
reading journey with you. We hope you find this information useful. 

 

Reading Buddies: We have launched our Reading Buddy Scheme in school this term where our KS2 Reading 
Champions visit the infant classrooms to read together. Both groups of children are equally excited to be 
reading together and it has been lovely to see the compassion and courage being displayed by all children. 

 

Book voting: Throughout the school, book voting is in full swing!  Children are able to find out about a range 
of books and then vote for which one they would like to read in class.  It really does add a little more 
excitement and intrigue before the fun of the reading begins! Staff have also been sharing their reading 
choices with the children.     

 

Author Visit: Matt Goodfellow is an incredible author and poet 
with a range of best-selling and award-winning books to his 
name. This month, we were lucky enough to meet Matt where 
he spoke about his writing inspiration, his love of reading and 
writing and his poetry.  The children were captivated and we 
cannot wait to read the new release ‘The First Year’ in April 
2025! A huge thank you to Matt for his inspirational talk and 
many thanks to everyone who purchased a copy of one of his 
books, provided by Urmston Bookshop. 

 

 

St Charles R.C.  

Reading Newsletter 

Autumn 2024 



 

Black History Month: This month we have been celebrating Black History Month in school, finding out more 
about inspirational black individuals. Here are some books that you may wish to look out for from black 
authors and illustrators: 

      

 

Book Blether: In all our classrooms, we are constantly encouraging ‘book blether’ - informally talking about 
the books we love, authors we enjoy and much more. It is important that reading for pleasure is a social event 
and with books available that tempt! One we have been loving to share in Year 5 is the wonderful ‘Maps’ by 
Aleksandra and Daniel Mizielinski. It really does promote so much discussion—or blethering!  We hope that 
you will enjoy some book blethering at home too! 

 

Reading for pleasure has been positively linked with an increase in the following benefits for our children: 

• Reading attainment, phonics and writing ability 

• Text comprehension and grammar 

• Breadth of vocabulary 

• Positive reading attitudes 

• Greater self-confidence as a reader 

• Pleasure reading in later life 

 

Mixing it up! Did you know, there are 19 fiction genres and 5 non-fiction genres of book that children could 
read! If you’re finding it hard to get your child excited about reading you could try ‘mixing up’ what they read. 
Let them try a poetry book, graphic novel, a set of instructions, a report, a magazine, a diary, a letter or extracts 
from a newspaper! 

 

Library: We are fortunate to have our own school library alongside our class libraries for the children to access 
at St Charles.  Each class has a timetabled slot to visit the school library each week and will bring their book 
home to enjoy.  This term, each class will also have the opportunity to visit Swinton Library and enjoy a reading 
session linked to their curriculum theme. The children have really enjoyed these visits and have been 
commended for their behaviour out of school.  Well done everyone! 

 



 

Book Fair: We regularly hold book fairs at St Charles throughout the school year in order to promote reading 
for pleasure. Our first book fair this year will be in school on Monday 11th November – Friday 15th November.  
Each class will have the opportunity to browse the wide selection of books and parents will be able to purchase 
books at the beginning and end of the school day or through the ordering section of the Scholastic website.  
Every book purchased in one of our book fairs earns essential credit for the school to purchase books to use 
in the classroom. Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

 

Jolabokaflod: 

The word ‘Jolabokaflod’ is an Icelandic word that translates as ‘Christmas Book Flood’. In Iceland, on  
Christmas Eve people traditionally exchange books and spend the evening reading and eating chocolate.  
 

Following the success of the last two Jolabokaflods in school, we would like to host our third Icelandic reading 
event! The children will exchange books, read with their friends and have a sweet treat together in the school 
library.  Please send a book into school wrapped up in wrapping paper and labelled with your child’s year 
group. Please choose something suitable for your own child’s age.  The event for the children will take place 
on Thursday 21st November. Please can you send your wrapped book into school on this date. We are all 
looking forward to our festive ‘book flood’ in school! 

 

Secret Storyteller: 

This year we are introducing the ‘Secret Storyteller’ at St Charles.  This is a wonderful way 
for parents and carers to feel more involved with their children’s reading journey. You 
could choose a favourite story from your childhood or you could ask the class teacher to 
choose a book to have ready and waiting for you - then all you have to do is come along 
and read! As the name suggests, this arrangement will be kept from your child and then 
when you walk through the door it will be a wonderful surprise!  

 

More details will follow so watch this space! 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Support at home:  

Sometimes reading at home can become a real battle with our children. Here are some tips about what you 
can do.  

● Set aside a regular time each day for reading. Stick to it. Say it’s ‘the rule’. If your child refuses to read 
during this time, use the time to read to them, talk about the pictures, play some word games – make it 
routine and it becomes easier.  

● If it is the books that are the problem, (e.g. maybe your child only likes books with photos rather than 
cartoon characters) – let the teacher know. We have lots of books in school and we should be able to find 
something that your child will get interested in. 

 ● If there are too many words on the page, cover some with a bit of paper and just reveal a line/a word at a 
time to make it easier to tackle.  

● If there’s a sibling making it difficult to focus on one child – put the TV on in another room for ten minutes 
and then swap children so that each of them gets a bit of undivided attention. 

 ● Ask them to choose two words on the page that they want you to read instead of them. 

 ● Play ‘word hunt’ on the page instead of sentence reading (Can you spot the word that says ‘fish,’ can you 
spot all the words with the ‘ch’ sound, can you spot the word which describes the dog?) 

 ● Get the child to use a pointer (lolly stick for example) or a toy (lego man?) to point to each word while 
they’re reading it. 

 ● Let your teacher know if none of this works – we will get there between us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


