
 

 

As the leaves change and the school year is well underway, we’re excited to share all the wonderful reading 
activities happening at St Charles this term. Reading is the key to unlocking imagination, knowledge, and 
confidence, and we’re thrilled to see our children making great strides every day. 

Reading Buddies: We continue to enjoy our Reading Buddy Scheme in school where our KS2 Reading 
Champions visit the infant classrooms to read together. Both groups of children are equally excited to be 
reading together and it has been lovely to see the compassion and courage being displayed by all children.  
This is a fantastic way for children to practise reading aloud, build friendships, and develop confidence. 

Book voting: Throughout the school, book voting is in full swing!  Children are able to find out about a range 
of books and then vote for which one they would like to read in class.  It really does add a little more 
excitement and intrigue before the fun of the reading begins! Staff have also been sharing their reading 
choices with the children.  

 

Black History Month: This month we are celebrating Black History Month in school, finding out more about 
inspirational black individuals. Here are some books that you may wish to look out for from black authors and 
illustrators: 
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Reading for pleasure has been positively linked with an increase in the following benefits for our children: 

• Reading attainment, phonics and writing ability 

• Text comprehension and grammar 

• Breadth of vocabulary 

• Positive reading attitudes 

• Greater self-confidence as a reader 

• Pleasure reading in later life 

🎯 Why It Matters:  Children who read for pleasure achieve more – not just in English, but across the whole 
curriculum. It helps them develop empathy, concentration, vocabulary, and imagination. 

Mixing it up! Did you know, there are 19 fiction genres and 5 non-fiction genres of book that children could 
read! If you’re finding it hard to get your child excited about reading you could try ‘mixing up’ what they read. 
Let them try a poetry book, graphic novel, a set of instructions, a report, a magazine, a diary, a letter or extracts 
from a newspaper! 

Library: We are fortunate to have our own school library alongside our class libraries for the children to access 
at St Charles.  Each class has a timetabled slot to visit the school library each week and will bring their book 
home to enjoy.  This term, each class will also have the opportunity to visit Swinton Library and enjoy a reading 
session linked to their curriculum theme. The children have really enjoyed these visits and have been 
commended for their behaviour out of school.  Well done everyone! 

Book Fair: We regularly hold book fairs at St Charles throughout the school year in order to promote reading 
for pleasure. Our first book fair this year will be in school on Monday 10th November – Friday 14th November.  
Each class will have the opportunity to browse the wide selection of books and parents will be able to purchase 
books at the beginning and end of the school day or through the ordering section of the Scholastic website.  
Every book purchased in one of our book fairs earns essential credit for the school to purchase books to use 
in the classroom. Thank you for your continued support. 

Jolabokaflod:  The word ‘Jolabokaflod’ is an Icelandic word that translates as ‘Christmas 
Book Flood’. In Iceland, on Christmas Eve people traditionally exchange books and 
spend the evening reading and eating chocolate.  

Following the success of the last three Jolabokaflods in school, we would like to host 
our fourth Icelandic   reading event! The children will exchange books, read with their 
friends and have a sweet treat together in the school library.  Please send a book into 
school wrapped up in wrapping paper and labelled with your child’s year group. Please choose something 
suitable for your own child’s age.  The event for the children will take place on Thursday 20th November. Please 
can you send your wrapped book into school on Monday 17th November to ensure that all of our children have 
a book to swap on the day. We are all looking forward to our festive ‘book flood’ in school! 

Secret Storyteller: 

This year we are introducing the ‘Secret Storyteller’ at St Charles.  This is a wonderful way 
for parents and carers to feel more involved with their children’s reading journey. You could 
choose a favourite story from your childhood or you could ask the class teacher to choose 
a book to have ready and waiting for you - then all you have to do is come along and read! 
As the name suggests, this arrangement will be kept from your child and then when you 
walk through the door it will be a wonderful surprise!  

 

More details will follow so watch this space! 



Reading Tips: Supporting Your Child at Home 

Reading at home is one of the best ways to help your child become a confident and enthusiastic reader. 
Here are some easy and effective tips to make reading time enjoyable and meaningful: 

 

1. Set a daily reading routine 

Try to read together every day, even if it’s just for 10-15 minutes. Consistency helps build a habit and shows 
your child that reading is important. 

2. Create a cozy reading space 

Find a quiet, comfortable spot with good lighting where your child can relax with their book. Make it special 
with cushions, blankets, or a reading lamp. 

3. Let your child choose books 

Encourage your child to pick books that interest them, whether it’s about animals, sports, fairy tales, or 
comics. Choice increases motivation and enjoyment. 

4. Talk about the story 

Ask open-ended questions like, “What do you think will happen next?” or “How would you feel if you were 
the character?” This helps develop comprehension and critical thinking. 

5. Read aloud together 

Reading aloud models fluent reading and expression. Take turns reading pages or act out parts of the story 
to make it fun and interactive. 

6. Use everyday moments 

Reading doesn’t have to be just books! Read signs, recipes, instructions, or menus together to show that 
reading is part of everyday life. 

7. Praise effort, not just success 

Celebrate all attempts at reading, whether your child is sounding out words or recognizing them instantly. 
Positive encouragement builds confidence. 

8. Visit your local library 

Make regular trips to the library to explore new books and enjoy storytime sessions. It’s a great way to keep 
reading fresh and exciting. 

Thank you for being a vital part of your child’s reading journey! Together, we can inspire a lifelong love of 
books. 

Have a lovely half term break, 

Mrs Brown 

 



 

 


