
 

 

Happy New Year and welcome to our Spring Term Reading Newsletter. As part of the Year of 
Reading, this term we will continue to place reading at the heart of school life. Through 
engaging texts, shared reading experiences and exciting events, we aim to nurture confident, 
enthusiastic readers across all year groups. 

New Year, New Reading Resolutions! 

As we look forward to the start of a fresh calendar year, we are excited to encourage our 
pupils to make reading a regular part of their daily routine. Reading opens doors to new 
worlds, sparks imagination, and builds confidence across all areas of learning. To help our 
children develop a lifelong love of books, we would like to invite parents and carers to sup-
port our “New Year, New Reading” initiative. 

Here are some simple ways to get involved at home: 

• Set a daily reading time: Even 10–15 minutes a day can make a huge difference. 

• Explore new genres: Encourage your child to try picture books, chapter books, comics, 
poetry, or non-fiction. 

• Share stories together: Reading aloud and discussing books helps children develop 
comprehension and language skills. 

• Make it fun: Create a cozy reading corner, celebrate completed books, or keep a read-
ing journal. 

• Set achievable goals: Perhaps aim for one new book a week or a target number of 
pages—whatever suits your child. 
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Jólabókaflóð: 

We were excited to celebrate our fourth Jólabókaflóð (pronounced yo-
la-bo-ka-flod), an Icelandic tradition meaning ‘Christmas Book Flood’ in 
school.  It was a cosy and joyful reading event that promoted reading for 
pleasure and a love of books across all year groups.  Thank you for 
supporting this event.  The staff and children thoroughly enjoyed the 
day! 

Scholastic Book Fair: 

Thank you to everyone who visited and purchased a book from the Scholastic Book Fair.  
Every time you buy a book, it raises some money for school and last term we raised £170 
which we will use towards the children’s reading books.  The next Scholastic Book Fair will 
take place in March. 

Author event:  

Celebrated comedian and children’s author Matt Lucas visited the University of Salford at the 
end of November to speak to University students and schoolchildren from across the city in 
an event facilitated by the National Literacy Trust.  Our children in Year 6 had the privilege of 
attending this event and we were one of five local schools who were invited! 

 

Martha O'Brien, Manager for the National Literacy Trust in Salford, said: "Authors like Matt 
can make a huge difference to children's attitudes to reading simply by visiting schools. Our 
research shows that children who meet an author are more likely to enjoy reading in their 
free time, which helps them develop the literacy skills they need to succeed in life."  Year 6 
enjoyed listening to Matt talk about his inspirations for writing and they even brought some 
signed copies of his latest book back to school for us to share. 

Michael Rosen Day: 

We all enjoyed celebrating Michael Rosen Day in school.  We 
joined a huge online poetry party led by author Michael Rosen.  It 
was a very entertaining and interactive session and the children 
all loved listening to Michael perform his poetry work!  Each class 
has a poetry basket in class containing a variety of poetry material 
for them to enjoy. 



Upcoming reading events at St Charles… 

Storytelling Week: 

We are looking forward to welcoming Emma Reynolds to 
St Charles. Emma is a local author, illustrator and 
storyteller from Manchester and she will be visiting us in 
February. She will be offering our children interactive 
storytelling workshops, bat facts game, STEM, fun batty 
draw-along and craft activities!  Emma will be bringing 
some of her books that can be purchased and signed on 
the day.  We can’t wait to meet and work with her!  More 
details will follow… 
 

Library Lovers’ Day: 

Library Lovers’ Day is an exciting event for schools to celebrate 
the importance of libraries and the love of reading during the 
month of February.  

On Thursday 12th February we are going to celebrate this day 
by share our love of reading in our reading cafes!  Children will 
read with their reading buddies and visit the reading cafés in 
their classroom, reading a variety of books with their friends. 

 

World Book Day: 

As always, we are really excited to take part in World Book Day 
again. This year, the event shall be celebrated on Friday 6th 
March. We shall not be having a specific theme but we shall be 
encouraging the children to dress as their favourite book 
character.  It would also be great to see children bring the book 
that inspired their costume along with them, if they have a 
copy at home. Please do explore the WBD website, as they 

always have great low-cost or free dressing up ideas to support families as well.  

 

There are also some wonderful books up for grabs using 
the World Book Day voucher, so please make sure you 
exchange it! The children shall be given their voucher in the 
week of World Book Day. 

 



🌼 SPRING READING CHALLENGE 🌼 

🌱 Can you complete the Spring Reading Challenge? 
Read some of the books below this term?  Colour in a box or tick them off as 
you go! 

☐ The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric Carle 

☐ When Spring Comes – Kevin Henkes 

☐ Little Bear’s Spring – Elli Woollard 

☐ Sam Plants a Sunflower – Kate Petty 

☐ Ten Seeds – Ruth Brown 

☐ A Seed Is Sleepy – Dianna Hutts Aston 

☐ The Honeybee – Kirsten Hall 

☐ Mouse’s Wood: A Year in Nature – Alice Melvin 

☐ The Explorer – Katherine Rundell 

☐ The Last Bear – Hannah Gold 

✍️ My Favourite Spring Book 

Title: _________________________________ 

Why I liked it: 

 

 

 

 

🎉 Challenge Complete! 

Name: ___________________________ 

Class: ___________________________ 

Signed: ___________________________(Adult / Teacher) 

 

🌼 Well done! 🌼 


