
 

IN THE SPRING TERM IN RECEPTION YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

RE:  This term in Religious Education, Reception will be learning about friendship, kindness, and 
God’s love, following the example of Jesus. They will learn how to play together in love and 
peace, help one another, and thank God for their friends.  The children will explore stories from 
the life of Jesus, including the visit of the Magi, learning that Jesus came for everyone and that 
His birth is celebrated at Christmas. They will also hear how Jesus welcomed children and cared for those in 
need, including the story of the feeding of the 5,000, which teaches us to help others.  After half term, we 
will focus our discussions around Lent and Easter. Children will learn that Lent is a time for reflection and 
caring for others, and that Easter celebrates new life and Jesus’ resurrection. They will explore key symbols 
such as the colour purple, the cross, Easter eggs, and traditions like hot cross buns and Easter gardens. 
Throughout the term, the children will also learn the prayer “Glory Be,” helping them to praise and thank 
God for His love. 

English:  This term, our literacy learning will be centred around three much-loved traditional 
tales: The Gingerbread Man, Goldilocks and the Three Little Pigs. These familiar stories have 
provided an engaging and meaningful context for developing early reading, writing, speaking 
and listening skills. Through shared storytelling, role play and discussion, the children are 
learning to retell stories in sequence, talk about characters and settings, and predict what might happen 
next. They are beginning to use story language such as once upon a time, first, next and finally, helping them 
to structure their own ideas and narratives. Drama and imaginative play will play a key role this term, with 
children acting out the stories using puppets, masks and small-world resources. This supports vocabulary 
development, comprehension and collaboration, while making learning fun and memorable. 

Reading and phonics:   The key to the teaching of reading is practice and repetition. The children are 
continuing to read individual letters by saying the sounds for them and then blending sounds into words, so 
that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences. We have covered phase 2 
now and are heading steadily into phase 3 where we will be learning about digraphs (two letters that make 
one sound). The first digraphs we start with from phase 3 are consonant digraphs such as sh as in shed and 
ch as in chop. We will be quickly moving forward into learning the vowel digraphs such as ai as in rain and 
ee as in green. These are the spellings that provide the children with the ability to write the long vowel 
sounds in words. Thank you for your continued support at home. 

Reading books:  Thank you to everyone who has supported their child by bringing their books to school daily 

and has been hearing their child read at home every night. Reading remains crucial in Reception and we ask 

that you read daily with your child at home to really foster their love of reading! Also, please practise reading 

the sounds and tricky words sent home too to help your child to move though the phonics scheme.  

Writing: The children are now writing every day, both in focus group activities and in their 

independent, self-initiated activities in the learning environment. The children have begun to 

write a sentence with support. The children have been learning to say their sentence, count how 

many words are in their sentence and then write it down using a finger space between each 

word. We have also begun to look at what a full stop is.  



Maths: This spring term in Reception, children will continue to develop their early 

maths skills following the White Rose Maths approach. They will explore numbers 

from 6 to 10, learning how numbers are made up of smaller parts and beginning to 

recognise simple number patterns and number bonds. Children will compare 

amounts, lengths, and heights, and talk about time using everyday language such as 

before, after, morning, and night. They will also investigate 3D shapes, learning to recognise and talk 

about common shapes they see in the world around them. Maths learning will be practical and playful, 

using stories, songs, and hands-on resources to help children build confidence, curiosity, and enjoyment 

in maths. 

Topic: Each term the children will explore a big question. 

Who lives in a house like this?  

The children will explore different types of homes from stories, celebrations and the world 

around them. Through fairy tales they will think about who lives where, why homes are 

different and how stories from the past help us understand people and places.  

What is in the egg? After half term, the children will delve into the fantasy of dragons and 

compare it with the factual evidence of dinosaurs. They will enjoy exploring and researching 

what else comes out of an egg. This very aptly takes us up to our Easter celebrations. 

Physical development:  The children will alternate between P.E. lessons and Forest School 

sessions on a Tuesday.  On this day, they will need to come to school wearing their PE kit.  As 

the weather is so unpredictable, you might want to keep your child’s pumps at school on their 

peg and send them in outdoor shoes to avoid getting wet feet to and from school.  Please 

continue to ensure that your child has a pair of correctly fitting wellies within school, labelled 

with their name. 

Expressive art and design:  This half term, Reception children will explore art through traditional 
tales, focusing on the question “Who lives in a house like this?”. They will create artwork 
inspired by The Gingerbread Man, The Three Little Pigs, and Goldilocks and the Three Bears, 
using a range of materials and techniques. Children will experiment with painting, collage, and 
construction to design different types of houses, developing their creativity, fine motor skills, 
and storytelling through art.  The children will explore music through Charanga’s creative, play-based 
curriculum. Through singing, movement, listening and simple instrument play, pupils will develop an 
awareness of pulse and rhythm while enjoying music from a range of cultures. The focus is on creativity, 
confidence and developing a love of music. 

PSED:  This term in Reception, we will be focusing on helping children grow in confidence and develop a 
strong sense of self-worth, while also building resilience as they learn and try new things. We will support 
the children in understanding fairness and equality, encouraging respect for everyone and helping them to 
stand up for others in kind and thoughtful ways. Through play, discussion and a range of carefully chosen 
stories that focus on these themes, children will practise seeing things from different points of view, 
developing empathy, kindness, and care for those around them. We will also help children to recognise and 
talk about their feelings, make thoughtful choices, and begin to think about the world, guided by strong 
moral and ethical values. 

 

 

 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Reception fund: We would greatly appreciate if all parents could contribute to our Nursery class fund.  

Parents are asked to contribute £10 per term or a full payment of £30 for the year. This can be paid via the 

gateway app. The money enables us to purchase craft materials and new resources to enhance your child’s 

learning opportunities. Many thanks for your support with this, the money is very much appreciated.  

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

Miss Walsh and Mrs Hamer 

 

 


