
 

IN THE SPRING TERM IN YEAR 1 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This half term, the children will sequence the events of the last week of 

Jesus' life, recognising the significance of the Passion and Resurrection. They will 

explore how angels are messengers of God and they will reflect on the use of 

ashes as a symbol of repentance and new beginnings in Lent.  In class 

discussions, children will ask questions about the story of the last week of Jesus’ 

life and consider how other Christian communities celebrate Lent and Easter.   During this time, the children 

will reflect on the meaning of fasting to help others and they will be encouraged to think about what they 

might give up or do to support others, deepening their understanding of Lent as a time for renewal and 

selflessness. 

English:  Children will read and discuss ‘Everywhere Bear’ by Donaldson.  They will use 

the text and photographs to help retell a version of this lost and found story and then they 

will create a simple story about the class teddy being lost in school.  The children will 

create and label a lost poster.  After that, the children will enjoy exploring some 

performance poetry and they will write a list poem about a toy box where the toys come 

to life! Finally, the children will write a fact file about the history of teddy bears.  After the half term, the 

children will read ‘The Lonely Beast’ by Chris Judge.  They will write a character description from the first 

time they meet the Beast and create a story map leading to simple narrative of the journey.  Following this, 

they will write a letter to invite the Beast to come to school and then create a booklet all about the local 

area to tell the Beast why he should come to visit! 

Maths:  We use the White Rose Maths Scheme in school.  This term, the children will 

use a number line to 20 and learn to compare and order numbers to 20 and investigate 

doubles and near doubles.  They will also explore related facts, practise counting back 

and subtracting using number bonds.  After that, the children will explore place value 

within 50.  Following this, the children will explore measures.  They will length initially 

using objects and then use rulers to measure length in centimetres.  Then children will 

investigate the concepts of heavier / lighter and full / empty and they will learn to measure and compare 

mass, volume and capacity.  

Science:  This half term the children will identify and name a variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.  The children will discuss the 

different eating habits of these creatures and they will name a variety of common animals 

that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  Following this, the children will identify, 

name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is 

associated with each of the senses.  After half term, children will observe, identify, compare, classify and 

describe UK plants. They will become familiar with different types of plants, including wild plants, garden 

plants and trees and will use the terms 'deciduous', 'evergreen', 'leaves', 'stem', 'flower', blossom' and many 

more to describe a wide variety of plants. They will also be encouraged to observe how plants change over 

time and through the seasons, all through a variety of practical and fun activities! 

 



Computing:  This half term, the children will be introduced to early programming concepts 

in Moving Robot. They will explore using individual commands, both with others and as part of 

a computer program. They will identify what each command for the floor robot does, and use 

that knowledge to start predicting the outcome of programs.  After half term, the children will 

be thinking about grouping data.  The children will learn that labelling, grouping, and searching 

are important aspects of data. 

History and Geography: 

History enquiry question:  Why do we play with different toys to our parents and grandparents? 
Children will begin by describing their favourite toys, before delving into the past to 
investigate what toys were like for previous generations and to see how they compare and 
contrast with the modern toys of today. Children will use the vocabulary ‘old’ and ‘new’ 
and will sort toys into categories according to their characteristics. 

Geography enquiry question:  Where do I live? 
In this unit, the children will find out about the town, country and continent they live in.  They 
will use globes, atlases and maps to find out where the United Kingdom is located on a world 
map.  Then they will explore the features of the countries and capital cities of the UK, before 
finding out more about their local area.  The children will go on a walk around Swinton, 
identifying and discussing key features. 
 

Music:  This half term, the children will be inspired by the world around them, 

spanning 300 years of Western music from the Baroque era to the Contemporary. 

Children will explore rhythm, melody, and storytelling in music through listening, 

singing, responding, and performing.  After half term the children will explore 

rhythm patterns.  In this unit, children will build on their steady-beat skills, guiding 

them to explore rhythm creatively and expressively. They will discover and perform 

ostinatos, repeated patterns, using their bodies, voices, and untuned instruments such as drums and 

shakers. Following this, they will create their own rhythmic patterns, experimenting with long and short 

sounds, silences, and dynamics to add interest and texture. Through call-and-response activities, the children 

will engage in musical “conversations”, learning to listen, respond, and take turns. They will begin to read 

and write simple rhythms using visual symbols, connecting listening, creating, and performing. 

 

P.E.  This half term, the children will be focusing on learning how to play and follow the 

rules of basketball.  They will be learning to throw in different ways, travel whilst 

controlling a ball, catch a basketball and move in different ways.  After half term, the 

children will focus on Athletics and they will learn to vary pace and speed when running. 

They will learn to jog in a straight line, sprint and jump as high and as far as possible.  

Following this, the children will learn to throw both underarm and overarm towards a 

target with increasing accuracy and power. 

P.S.H.E.  This half term the children will be thinking about the special people that we trust in 

their lives. They will focus on the importance of family and look at different family types. The 

children will explore how to treat our friends correctly and how we need to be considerate of 

how our behaviour affects other people and they will learn about the importance of saying 

sorry.  After the half term, the children will focus on safety.  They will discuss medicines and 

some harmful substances in this unit including alcohol and tobacco with the underlying message that our 

bodies are created by God and we should take care of them. The children will learn some basic principles of 



first aid and look at what happens in an emergency, exploring situations where the emergency services may 

need to be called. 

D.T.  This term the children will be designing moving pictures. They will investigate 

sliding, wheel and pivoting mechanisms, and they will have a go at creating their own 

ones. Each child will design a picture with moving mechanisms in it. Finally, the children 

will evaluate their finished product. Let’s move it, Year 1! 

ART:  The children will learn about the style of Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein.  

They will experiment with block printing and paints to create a portrait in the style 

of Andy Warhol.  

 

 

 

 

 


