
 

IN THE SPRING TERM IN YEAR 4 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  In Spring 1, the children will explore why Jesus is called ‘Christ’ (the anointed 

one) by linking this title to Scripture. Children will study how Jesus’ response to John 

the Baptist’s followers and his acts of healing affirmed his identity as the Messiah and 

recognise that Jesus revealed the nature of God’s Kingdom as inclusive and 

compassionate, welcoming those excluded by society.  The children will learn about the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation and the Sacrament of the Sick, understanding how these practices reflect Jesus’ ministry of 

healing and forgiveness.  After half term, the children will study key Christian teachings, starting with the 

parable of the Prodigal Son and its message of God’s mercy and forgiveness. They will connect this with the 

Judgement of Nations parable, learning that helping others is essential to loving God.  Children will sequence 

Holy Week’s events, discuss different reactions to Jesus, and retell St. Peter’s story, reflecting on times of 

failure and forgiveness.  Following this, the children will explore examples of people and organisations 

embodying mercy and love, consider how they can change during Lent to better serve others, and discuss 

how forgiveness can transform them and their communities. 

English:  This term, the children will read text extracts from books all about monsters, 

comprising of fiction, non-fiction and poetry.  They will initially read ‘Beowulf’ by Michael 

Morpurgo and use this as a stimulus to write a vivid character description and a setting 

description to capture the atmosphere of Grendal’s swamp.  The children will then go on to 

think about the dialogue Grendal & Beowulf that captures character and moves the action on.  Finally, the 

children will write and perform a Kenning poem about Beowulf’s sword.  After the half term, the children 

will read ‘How cities work’ and write an explanation about the features of a perfect city.  Following this, the 

children will read and discuss ‘Varjak Paw’ by Said.  They will rewrite a section of the story and write a 

detailed description of the main character.  Finally, the children will write a set of instructions for surviving 

in a city and they will read, edit and redraft their work with their peers.       

Maths:  Across school we use the White Rose Maths Scheme supported by CGP Mental 

Maths.  This term, the children will investigate factor pairs and multiplying & dividing by 10 

and 100. They then move on to using formal written methods to multiply and explore ways 

of partitioning as a progression towards formal written method for division. Children will 

then work on finding the perimeter of rectangles, rectilinear shapes and regular polygons.  Following this, 

children will complete work on mixed numbers and improper fractions, and build on their understanding of 

equivalent fractions. The children will finish the term investigating tenths and hundredths as fractions and 

decimals, through the use of place value charts and number lines. 

Science:  In Science this half term, children will become more familiar with the plants 

and animals in their local and wider environments. They will learn how to identify a range 

of British plants and animals, and how to classify organisms, including the use of 

classification keys. The children will also consider why organisms live in different habitats 

and the impact, both positive and negative, that humans can have on environments. 



Computing:  This half term the children will create programs by planning, modifying, and 

testing commands to create shapes and patterns. They will use Logo, a text-based 

programming software.  After half term the children will consider how and why data is 

collected over time. Children will consider the senses that humans use to experience the 

environment and how computers can use special input devices called sensors to monitor the 

environment. They will collect data as well as access data captured over long periods of time. Finally, the 

children will spend time using a computer to review and analyse data. 

Humanities: 

History enquiry question:  Who were the Anglo-Saxons and Scots? 

In this unit, children will learn all about the people who lived in and migrated to Britain 
after the Romans left and explore the different tribes, cultures and religions. Children will 
explore the idea that our understanding of the past is based on a range of historical sources 
and they will extend their historical vocabulary and deepen their chronological 
understanding of British history.  In this unit, the children will learn about the excavation at Sutton Hoo and 
they will use the story of Beowulf to explore how Anglo-Saxon society was organised.  

Geography enquiry question:  Where would you choose to build a city? 

Children will discover how towns and villages got their names and why certain areas were 
chosen as settlements. They will look at settlements and explore maps of surrounding areas. 
Within this unit, the children will develop a greater understanding of what settlements are, 
how settlements were formed and also will improve their map skills. They will discover how 
reading maps can tell them what a settlement is like and they will also get the opportunity to 
take on the role of town planner as they design their own settlement. 

Music:  This half term, the children will learn about plastic pollution, exploring the 

environmental impact and will encourage action through music. Using the song 

“PLASTIC” as inspiration, pupils research facts, compose lyrics, and develop a 

performance that combines melody, rhythm, and rap.  After half term, the children will 

explore musical contrasts through the song “Let Your Spirit Fly”, learning the main 

melody, a second vocal line, and instrumental parts, practising dynamics, articulation, and expression. They will 

experiment with contrasts such as staccato and legato, as well as crescendo and decrescendo. Improvisation will 

allow children to explore pitch, rhythm, and melodic patterns, while ensemble activities build confidence and 

teamwork. The final performance incorporates singing, instrumental accompaniment, and creative use of 

contrast, enabling children to demonstrate their musical understanding and collaborative skills. 

P.E.  This half term, the children will play cricket.  They will understand the basic 

techniques and rules of the game.  During the sessions, they will learn to hold a cricket 

bat correctly and learn how to hit a target accurately and they will use a variety of 

throwing techniques.  After half term, the children will focus on athletics.  They will 

use equipment safely and they will take part in a range of athletic throwing events and 

will perform a standing long jump with good technique and control. 

P.S.H.E.  We follow Ten:Ten to nurture spiritual growth, personal development and social 

responsibility by sharing inspiring, creative content through a Catholic lens.  This term, the 

children will understand that we are all individuals who make our own choices but by building 

skills of teamwork and understanding we can create a community filled with mutual respect.  

They will explore the importance of looking after our bodies and the children will develop an 

understanding of the changes that happen during puberty, using scientific vocabulary to identify the 



different body parts.  After half term, the children will discuss that emotions change as we grow up and they 

will explore what emotional well-being means and the importance of looking after our mental health. 

D.T.  In Design and Technology this term Year 4 will be baking their own bread! The children 

will investigate and evaluate different bread products according to their characteristics. 

They will learn how bread products are an important part of a balanced diet. They will select 

the ingredients and will design their own bread product. After baking, they will enjoy a feast 

eating and evaluating their finished product. Bon appetit, Year 4! 

ART:  This term in Art, the children will learn about the artist Hundertwasser.  They 

will look at a variety of his works and discuss the recurring themes and design elements 

before beginning their own unique landscapes using oil pastels, watercolours and 

Sharpies. 

M.F.L.  This term in French, the children will develop their conversational skills.  They 

will extend their counting skills up to thirty and they will learn to say the date and time.  

Following this, the children will discuss the weather and their likes and dislikes.  

 

 

 

 


