
 

IN THE SPRING TERM IN YEAR 5 YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  In Spring 1, the children will explore the “new law” Jesus gave, which 

builds on the law of Moses and highlights love and kindness as central to a 

blessed life. They will learn about the Transfiguration, where Jesus appeared 

with Moses and Elijah, showing his disciples Peter, James, and John how he 

fulfils both the law and the prophets. Following this, they’ll discuss the 

Beatitudes, where Jesus describes what it means to live a blessed life, and explore how his teachings call us 

to love our neighbours. By comparing the Beatitudes with the Ten Commandments and reflecting on one 

of Jesus’ parables, the children will see how these teachings guide Christians today.  After half term, the 

children will reflect on the Liturgical Year.  They will focus on Ash Wednesday and Lent, a time when 

Christians reflect on their choices and renew their connection with God. They will learn what happens 

during the Ash Wednesday Mass, the symbols involved, and how Christians respond to God’s call during 

Lent through prayer and reflection. During discussions, the children will think about the meaning of 

“conscience,” how Catholics view sin, and connect these ideas to the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ 

teachings. 

English:  This half term, the children will be reading a variety of texts based on the Vikings linked to their 

History topic.  They will read and discuss the opening scene of ‘How to train your dragon’ 

and write a setting description, using a build-up of tension.  Children will also watch clips 

from the film, learning about the main character and create a detailed character 

description.  After that, the children will read, annotate and discuss instructional writing and 

they will use the features to write their own set of instructions about how to capture a dragon! 

After the half term, the children will read and enjoy texts about chocolate.  They will read Mr Bunny’s 

Chocolate Factory by Dolan and after reading and discussing the story, the children will write a letter of 

complaint.  Following this, the children will read and watch extracts from ‘Wonka’ and ‘Charlie and the 

chocolate factory’ and they will use this as stimulus to write setting and character descriptions.  Then they 

will create a chocolate poem and finally, the children will design and write a persuasive piece about their 

own brand of chocolate! 

Maths:  Across school, we use the White Rose Maths Scheme supported by CGP Mental 

Maths.  This term, the children will spend time developing their skills of formal written 

methods for multiplication and division.  The children will then learn to multiply fractions 

and they will also continue to build on their skills of calculating fractions of amounts.  

Following this, the children will learn to make connections between fractions, decimals and percentages. 

They will begin by investigating the equivalence between fractions and decimals followed by ordering and 

comparing decimals.  After this the children will think about perimeter and area.  They will measure and 

calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes and to calculate the area of rectangles and other 

irregular shapes.  Finally, the children will connect their work on coordinates and scales to their 

interpretations of line graphs. 

 



 

Science:  In Science this half term, children will explore Changes of Materials.  During the 

unit, they will understand the differences between a variety of materials, and how 

materials can be mixed and dissolved, and reversibly and irreversibly changed.  After half 

term, the children will learn about the processes of sexual and asexual reproduction in 

plants, find out about sexual reproduction in animals, investigate the differences in the life cycles of different 

animals and find out about the work of naturalists. 

Computing:  This half term the children will focus on selection in physical computing: The 

children will explore the concept of selection in programming through the use of the Crumble 

programming environment. They will be introduced to a microcontroller and learn how to 

connect and program it to control components. Finally, they will be introduced to conditions 

as a means of controlling the flow of actions in a program.  After half term, the children will 

learn how a flat-file database can be used to organise data and they will use tools within a database to order 

and answer questions. The children will create graphs and charts from their data to help solve problems and 

they will also use a real-life database to answer a question, and present their work to others. 

Humanities: 

History enquiry question:  Does describing the Vikings as vicious raiders portray them accurately?  

In this unit, the children will find out about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the 
kingdom of England and how England became a unified country. They will explore where 
the Vikings came from, how they fought for territory and power, and how their fighting 
ultimately led to the kingdom of England we know today. Along the way, they will also find 
out what life was like for everyday people living in Viking Britain, exploring things such as Viking runes. 

Geography enquiry question: Should chocolate be banned?  

Children will find out where in the world cocoa trees grow, and why they grow there. They will 

explore what happens to a cocoa pod once it is harvested, and how it is turned into a chocolate 

product.  The children will compare and contrast the life of a Ghanaian farmer with that of a 

British farmer and develop an understanding of Fair Trade. 

Music:  This half term, children will focus on Viking music. They will learn how to sing the 

song from Horrible Histories which narrates the story of the Vikings.  The children 

will learn about Viking chants and will learn how to create their own chant in 3/4 

time. They will also learn about the history of the oldest known secular song called 

Dromte Mig. They will learn the melody to this song and perform it as a class.  After 

half term, the children will focus on the topic Charlie and the chocolate factory.  

They will develop their knowledge of film music, learning what a leitmotif is and how to create one. Using 

music technology, the children will create their own leitmotifs for character's on iPad's and learn how to edit 

audio on the software YuStudio. 

P.E.  This half term, the children will focus on gymnastics.  They will listen to others and 

follow their instructions, follow rules to produce a sequence, and lead others in activities.  

The children will make their movements controlled and they will refine them.  Following this, 

they will include changes of speed, direction and shape and evaluate their work.  After half 

term, Year 5 will be dancing!  They will be learning how to work imaginatively and creatively 

to compose their own dances in a group.  The children will dance in unison and canon as part of a dance and 



work on their own movements and refine them. They will also develop teamwork skills, listening to others 

and learn how to lead and give instructions in a simple activity.   

P.S.H.E.  We follow Ten:Ten to nurture spiritual growth, personal development and social 

responsibility by sharing inspiring, creative content through a Catholic lens.  This term, the 

children will look at the different forms of pressure and the strategies that they can use to 

manage this.  They will develop an understanding of prejudice and discrimination and they will 

begin to understand how to challenge this.  As a class, the children will discuss the meaning of the Equality 

Act 2010 and they will share social stories about race, age and disability and take part in discussions and 

class debates.  After half term, the children will recap about how to stay safe online and the appropriate use 

of technology. They will also revisit the process of reporting and getting help if they encounter inappropriate 

materials and messages online.  After this, the children will look at the effect a range of substances can have 

on the body and learn how to make good choices that have a positive impact on their health. 

Art:  This term, the children will be learning about artists Louie Jover and Nancy Standlee.  

They will be doing artist research, experimenting with torn collage, markers and paints to 

create artworks based on Jover’s work.  Following this, the children will take inspiration 

Standlee’s paper collage and paint art style to create a similar style artwork and link it to 

the current topic on the Vikings.   

D.T.  In Design and Technology this term the children will be fashion designers! They will 

investigate and analyse a range of textile materials and discuss how they are made. The 

children will also explore ways in which textiles are joined and decorated and they will design 

an item and will draw pattern pieces. They will measure, mark and cut fabric, and will sew 

the design elements. Finally, the children will evaluate their finished product. Get creative, 

Year 5! 

M.F.L.   This term in Spanish the children will be developing their conversational skills.  They will learn how 

to count 0 -20, how to say their name, age and where they live.  Following this they will learn 

how to express how their feelings and say when their birthday is.   

 

 

 

 

 


