
 
RECEPTION 

IN THE SUMMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

We hope that you are all ready to enjoy the summer term with enthusiasm as we build up towards the 

transition to entering KS1 with confidence. 

R.E.  This term, the children will focus on the events following the Resurrection and 

Ascension, exploring how the early church was formed through the Holy Spirit and how it 

continues its mission today.  After half term, the children will learn that there are many 

different religious and non-religious worldviews. Children begin to understand that Christians work 

alongside people of other beliefs to care for the world. They will encounter a discrete study of other faiths, 

focusing on the importance of "loving our neighbour" and living peacefully with difference. 

PSED: Throughout the Summer term, the children will look at a variety of different texts, helping us to 

learn about kindness, relationship building, celebrating diversity, perspective taking and empathy. 

English:  This term, we will continue to use a number of high-quality texts to support our 

learning in English and these are based upon our half termly topic enquiry question. 

Reading and phonics:  The key to the teaching of reading is practice and repetition. Our 

children are continuing to study phonics and are adding constantly to their repertoire of high frequency 

and tricky words. This is really beginning to pay off now as the children’s reading skills are increasing 

steadily. Thank you for your continued support at home. Those children who are practising their reading 

at home regularly are building their confidence quickly.  

Writing: In writing we are working hard to teach the children to sound out words independently 

as their phonic knowledge increases and attempt their own self-initiated scripts. Please 

encourage your child to write and draw at home to develop their fine motor strength.  

Maths: This term, the children will be using manipulatives to help them to add and 

subtract such as counters, number lines, ten frames and abacus frames. We will be 

learning to count to and beyond twenty and learning about grouping and sharing.  

Topic: Each term the children will explore a big question. 

What is the best pet for me? 

During this unit, the children will discuss various types of pets and will start the unit by 

reading and exploring ‘Lola gets a cat’ by Anna McQuinn.  They will talk about the themes of 

responsibility, caring for animals and family decisions.  Following this, they will read ‘The 

perfect pet’ by Margie Palatini and ‘I want a pet’ by Lauren Child.  The children will begin to 

understand that different pets suit different people and that we must be kind and 

responsible for all pets.  They will learn about what pets need (food, water, love and space) and will match 

pets to lifestyles.  The children will use role-play and have a surprise visit from a teacher’s pet to further their 

understanding about gentle handling and respect for animals.   

 



What do we wonder about the big wide world?   

In this unit, the children will identify similarities and differences between the natural world 

around them and contrasting environments.  They will read and enjoy ‘Annie Hoot and the 

knitting extravaganza’. Annie Hoot is a kind little owl who sets off on a journey round the 

world on an adventure to showcase her knitting talents and on her adventure, she finds 

other creature friends along the way. The children will use puppets to act out Annie’s 

journey and will sequence the key events in the story.  They will also develop their 

positional and directional skills, looking at maps to plan routes in forest school.  The children will find out 

about creatures around the world and develop their fine motor “knitting” skills as they design their own 

accessories, decorating them with repeating patterns, colours and stickers. 

Physical development:  At the start of the summer term, the children will practise football 

skills in P.E. We will concentrate on dribbling the ball around obstacles, passing the ball and 

shooting at a goal. In the second half of the term, the children will start practising a range 

of different sports for Athletics in the build-up to Sports Day. We will discuss endurance, 

teamwork and above all having fun!  

Expressive art and design:  The children will learn about the artist Andy Goldsworthy to create 

artworks based on his work. They will explore natural materials outdoors exploring texture 

shape and colour. The children will be encouraged to show use of patterns and repeating 

patterns. They will create both small-scale and large-scale art pieces of work.  In Music, the 

children will continue to develop their singing skills and use their voices as an instrument.  They will develop 

a sense of pulse with simple rhymes and they will begin to recognise symbols and link them to rhythms to 

create their own patterns (early notation reading). 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

Book Bags:  Please can we ask for the flat, blue book bags to be brought in every day. We put any letters and 

information into your child’s book bag.  

Reception fund: We would greatly appreciate if all parents could contribute to our Reception class fund.  

Parents are asked to contribute £10 for the summer term. The money enables us to purchase new 

resources to enhance your child’s learning opportunities. Many thanks for your support with this, the 

money is very much appreciated. We will keep you updated with what we have purchased. 

Outdoor clothing:  As the summer months are approaching fast, the temperature will begin to rise 

(hopefully) so we ask that you do remember to ensure that you start thinking about swapping children’s 

warm hats for cool hats remembering that they continue to need that protection from all elements. Also, 

the children will continue to have access to the outdoor area, even when it is raining. Please remember to 

send a coat to school to protect them from the rain, even when the weather is warmer. 

Reading books:  Thank you to everyone who has supported their child by bringing their books to school 

everyday. Reading remains crucial in Reception and we ask that you read regularly with your child at home 

to really foster their love of reading!  Please ensure that you do sign their reading diary every time they read 

their book. Please try and read at home everyday as this will support your child in their reading progress 

more than in any other way.  

Many thanks for all your support and cooperation. 

 


