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YEAR 1
IN THE SUMMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN...

R.E. The key themes of this half term in Year 1 are community, mission,

spreading light, and the Holy Spirit. The children will listen to the story of the

Road to Emmaus, the Ascension and the story of the Pentecost. They will 3

engage in discussions about the cycle of life, death and Resurrection of Jesus

Christ and encounter the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the Apostles.

After half term, the children will explore the Catholic Church’s relationship with

others, focusing on respect and working together for the common good. The children will reflect on our
school mission statement and discuss the importance of treating everyone with dignity and respect and how
we should be fair, forgiving and kind to everyone in our local and global community. This year is the Year of
St Francis of Assisi. As a school, to mark 800 years since St. Francis's death, we will be encouraging the
children to reflect on spiritual renewal, peace, and care for creation.

English: This term the children will initially focus on reading books linked to their topic ~ —
about going on safari in Africa. They will read and discuss ‘Lila and the secret of rain” and i}
they will write a setting description about how barren Lila’s village is without rain and

then they will think about her character and write a description of Lila to capture how she

is feeling. They will discuss emotions and feelings throughout the story, writing speech

and thought bubbles. Following this they will read ‘The Ugly Five’ by Donaldson and ‘One day on our blue
planet’ and they will conduct some research to help them write a non-chronological booklet about an animal
from Kenya. The children will then enjoy and explore some African animal poetry and they will enjoy
performing their poems in front of their classmates! After half term, the children will read books about the
seaside. They will think about what can be found at | see at the seaside today and write a simple guide
explaining what is at the seaside. After that, they will read and discuss ‘The See Saw’ and create a story map.
They will then read ‘Seasides now and then’ and they will write a description of a seaside beach in the past
and one set in the present.

Maths: This term, the children will begin to understand multiplication and division,
through grouping and sharing small quantities. Initially, they will learn to count in 2s,
5s and 10s, followed by recognising and adding equal groups, and making arrays
and doubles. Children will solve problems using shapes, objects and quantities and they
will use a range of practical resources and visual representations to help them
understand the concept of fractions. Following this, the children will use the language
of position, direction and motion. They will learn to describe turns and position, using left, right, forwards,
backwards, above and below. Children will also learn to make whole, half, quarter and three-quarter turns
in both directions. In the final place value block of Year 1, children will count from 50 to 100 and use a number
line to 100. They will continue to build on their understanding of partitioning into tens and ones; finding one
more and one less and further develop their understanding of comparing numbers.

Science: Throughout this term the children will identify and name a variety of common
animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. The children will discuss
the different eating habits of these creatures and they will name a variety of common
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores. Following this, the children will




identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated
with each of the senses.

Computing:

This half term, the children will develop their understanding of the various aspects of using a

computer to create and manipulate text. They will become more familiar with using a w
keyboard and mouse to enter and remove text and they will also consider how to change the ) S
look of their writing. After half term, the children will be introduced to on-screen 6@
programming through ScratchlJr. They will explore the way a project looks by investigating -
sprites and backgrounds and they will use programming blocks to use, modify, and create programs. The
children will also be introduced to the early stages of program design through the introduction of algorithms.
Also this term, the children will think about E-Safety. They will know the types of data that may be personal
to them and be able to say under what conditions they would ask an adult for help.

Humanities:

Geography enquiry question: Let’s go on safari!

This half term, the children will and they will find out about a small area in a contrasting non -
European country (Africa). The children will use a range of maps and globes (including picture
maps) at different scales to locate UK and Africa and they will know that maps give information
about places in the world (where/what?) They will use basic geographical vocabulary to refer
to key physical and human features.

History enquiry question: How have seaside holidays changed over time?

During this half term, the children will compare and contrast seaside holidays; past and the
present. They will understand how to put a few events or objects in order of when they
happened and use words and phrases to describe objects and events. Year 1 will begin to
understand that events in the past can be represented in different ways. The children will
be able to say why people may have acted as they did and they will recount episodes from stories about the
past and discuss family stories linked to seaside holidays.

Music: This half term the children will explore the unit sound and pictures.
They will be introduced to the fundamentals of music through exploration,
creativity, composition and listening. Children will begin by discovering the
building blocks of music, learning about pitch, dynamics, tempo, and texture,
and using their voices and bodies to respond to sounds. They will then create
sound pictures inspired by the story Yoyo and The Little Auk, by the Royal
Scottish National Orchestra, combining instruments, body percussion, and vocal sounds to depict characters
and events. After half term, the children will learn about highs and lows. The children explore pitch
patterns—high, low, and middle—and learn to distinguish them from rhythm. Through listening, singing,
movement, and composition, they develop their aural skills, creative confidence, and performance abilities.
Activities include identifying pitch shapes in “Music Is In My Soul”, playing interactive pitch games, and
becoming “sound detectives” to explore the school’s environmental sounds. Children will also compose and
perform body percussion pieces using Percussion Writer, reinforcing graphic score skills and ensemble
awareness.

P.E. This half term, the children will be focusing on physical literacy. They will develop

their movement skills so that they can move easily among others, evade defenders and .
change direction with control. The children will show determination, be able to balance .
on one leg while throwing and catching. They will also learn how to throw a beanbag into

the hoop with accuracy, evading a defender. After the half term, the children will focus i
on games. They will develop their listening skills and learn to play with others and share




equipment. The children will develop their skills of moving and throwing in different ways and they will learn
how to pass a large ball to a partner with accuracy and how to catch a large ball unopposed. The children
will celebrate their sporting skills on Sports Day.

P.S.H.E. Throughout the Summer 1 half term the children will be thinking about the Holy

Trinity and how each part of the trinity represents love. They will deepen their understanding

of being made in God’s image and be able to link this to being loving. The children will

understand Jesus’ teachings on loving our neighbour and what this means for us in the modern

day. They will understand that we are part of different communities and look at different ways

they can help their home, school and global community by putting their faith into action. Throughout the
Summer 2 half term, the children will focus on financial capability. The children will learn the importance of
saving money and different strategies to do this. Introducing them to the idea that things cost money and
the value of money. They will look at different life stages where money is important such as saving for
somebody’s birthday present. Whilst doing this, they will understand that presents do not always have to be
expensive, looking at the idea that it is the thought that counts as opposed to its monetary value. The
children will spend some time on emotions during transition as they prepare for Year 2.

D.T. In Design and Technology this term Year 1 will be finding out what our favourite N
fruit and vegetables are. The children will examine, taste and describe a variety of fruit //
and veg, before designing recipes and preparing tasty food including fruit and \<X 4@-
vegetables. Finally, the children will evaluate their finished product. Let’s get healthy

Year 1!

Art: The children will learn about artists Andy Goldsworthy and Clare Bosch. They
will create observational drawings of leaves, plants, trees using photographs they
have taken on Ipads. The children will use pencils and pastels. In addition to this,
children will work together to produce an art installation based on these artists work
paying particular attention to the theme of ‘Laudato Si’ using recycled material and
found objects.

As a family of God, we love to learn and learn to love



