
 

YEAR 2 

IN THE SUMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This half term the children will learn about the events that flowed from 

the Resurrection and Ascension in the coming of the Holy Spirit and the work of 
the Apostles and early Church. They will also learn about The Early Church: 
Learning about the work of the Apostles and the mission of St. Paul.  The 
children will understand that God is love and that love is God’s first gift poured 
into our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  They will explore the fruits of the Spirit and 
know how these can positively impact their own families and communities.  After half term, the children will 
be learning about Other Faiths.  They will explore the Caritas principle that every person has inherent dignity, 
regardless of culture or tradition and they will be learning about global community.  Finally, the children will 
learn about ‘The Common Good’- understanding how Christians and "people of goodwill" work together for 
the benefit of all humanity. This year is the Year of St Francis of Assisi.  As a school, to mark 800 years since 
St. Francis's death, we will be encouraging the children to reflect on spiritual renewal, peace, and care for 
creation.   

English: This term, the children will explore texts linked to the seaside.  They will 

read and discuss the book ‘Diary of Stella’ and they will write a simple recount 
capturing Stella’s day when she found the sick seagull.  They will then retell part of 
the story to make the reader feel sorry for the seagull and create some persuasive 
posters about cleaning up the beach.  Following this, the children will read and write 
a non-chronological report and complete some performance poetry work based on 
poems about the seaside.  After half term, the children will read and discuss texts about transport.  They will 
conduct some research about the Wright Brothers and write a report to share with the class.  Finally, the 
children will read and enjoy the story, ‘Lizzie and the birds’ by Robertson.  They will write character 
descriptions of the different birds, compose a list poem and write a letter to the author inviting her into 
school. 

Maths:  This term, in Year 2, children will begin by thinking about fractions and 

exploring the concept of parts/whole and equal/unequal parts. Children learn to 
recognise and find a half, a third and a quarter and are introduced to the terms ‘unit’ 
and ‘non-unit’ fraction. The children will also solve problems using shapes, objects and 
quantities and learn how to count in fractions up to a whole.   Following this, the 
children will become more fluent in telling the time on an analogue clock; progressing 
from telling the time to o’clock and half past, to learning to read the time to five minutes, including quarter 
past and quarter to. Children will then record, interpret, collate, organise and compare information. They 
will learn to construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block diagrams and tables and answer questions by 
counting the number of objects in each category and sorting the categories by quantity.  Children will then 
learn to describe movement and turns, using the language of angles. They also learn to work with patterns 
of shapes, including those in different orientations. 



Science:  In Science this term, children will explore the concept of a ‘habitat’.  They will 

explore: Polar and Desert habitats.  They should be able to identify some animals and 
plants that are able to survive in these extreme conditions. Children will be aware that the 
temperatures can become extreme and only certain animals and plants can survive there.  
They will then be able to name some familiar animals and plants in oceans and seas and 
the children will learn that some plants can grow in under water habitats.  Following this, the children will 
explore why some animals and plants are best suited to woodland habitats and give simple explanations of 
how they rely on each other to survive.  The children will also explore microhabitats, diet and food chains 
and explore how we can use this information to group animals into different categories. Finally, the children 
explore and compare the differences between things that are living, things that are dead and things that 
have never been alive. 

Computing:  This half term, the children will listen to a variety of pieces of music and 

consider how music can make them think and feel. Children will compare creating music 
digitally and non-digitally and they will look at patterns and purposefully create music.  
Following this, the children will recap on learning from the Year 1 ScratchJr unit ‘Programming 
B – Programming animations’. They will begin to understand that sequences of commands 
have an outcome, and make predictions based on their learning. The children will use and 
modify designs to create their own quiz questions in ScratchJr, and recognise these designs in ScratchJr use 
blocks of code. Finally, children evaluate their work and make improvements to their programming projects.  
The children will also think about E-Safety and they will be able to describe and explain some rules for 
keeping personal information private (e.g. creating and protecting passwords) and explain how some people 
may have devices in their homes connected to the internet and give examples (e.g. lights, fridges, toys, 
televisions). 

Humanities: 

Geography enquiry question:  Do we like to be beside the seaside?  During this unit, the 
children will learn about the way seaside resorts have changed over time, and begin to 
identify the difference between the man-made and natural characteristics of the seaside.  
They will also learn about jobs and resources that are linked to the sea.  They will use a range 
of maps and globes (including picture maps) at different scales and identify key features.  The 
children will discuss what an island is and think about what being an island means for the UK. They will use 
a compass rose to locate the seas around the UK, before finding out about some of the human activities that 
take place in them. 

History enquiry question:   How has transport changed?  In this unit, the children will be 
introduced to the idea that transport has changed considerably in the locality over time 
and that this has had a significant impact on the way that the community has changed and 
developed.  They will know that people first learned to ride horses as a mode of transport.  
They will learn about how cars, air and rail travel has changed over time and they will begin to understand 
how why these developments occurred.  The children will know that we choose different modes of transport 
depending on how far we have to travel and that it costs money to use many modes of transport.   
 

Music:  This half term the children will sing a simple song in unison with actions. 

They will learn how to play the glockenspiel with good technique through simple 
call and response songs and short pieces of film music using the notes of the C 
major scale. Pupils will learn to play minims, crotchets and quavers (Dog, Cat and 
Monkey) on the glockenspiel. Pupils will begin to learn how to improvise in the call 
and response activities by creating their own patterns.  After half term will sing a 
simple song and simple warm ups in unison and will create a body percussion accompaniment to the song. 
They will continue to develop their technique on the glockenspiel through call and response songs. They will 
focus on improvising and composing on the glockenspiel in this half term. They will begin to improvise to a 



backing track using notes from the C major scale, beginning with 3 notes and increasing to 7 notes. They will 
then compose a simple melody using these notes and creating their own rhythmic patterns using "Cat" and 
"Monkey" rhythms. 

P.E.  This half term the children will be focusing on Dance.  They will learn how to 

make a sequence by linking sections together.  The children will understand that 
movements can convey a mood or feeling and they will use their imagination in 
response to a range of stimuli.  They will work on their own and with a partner to create 
a dance sequence and they will copy and explore basic patterns of movement with 
increased body control.  After half term, the children will develop their gymnastics 
skills.  They will think of more than one way to create a sequence which follows a set of ‘rules’ and they will 
make controlled movements and use contrast in their sequences.  The children will help each other, working 
on their own or with a partner and they will make others feel successful, evaluating their performances and 
giving feedback. 

P.S.H.E.  Throughout the Summer 1 half term the children will be focussing on 

environmental education. They will understand that people in the community are not all the 
same and respect people’s differences. They will learn about the roles of different people 
who care for their environment and deepen their awareness of the things that help and harm 
our environment. They will then practically consider their school environment and develop 
a sense of pride and how we can use this for a healthy lifestyle. Following this, the children will then move 
on to looking at financial capability.  After half term the children will focus on thinking about the Holy Trinity 
and how each part of the trinity represents love. They will deepen their understanding of being made in 
God’s image and be able to link this to be loving. They will revisit prior knowledge about a community and 
our place within the different communities we have. They will understand Jesus’ teachings on loving our 
neighbour and what this means for us in the modern day. The children will understand that we are part of 
different communities and look at different ways they can help their home and school community. 

D.T.  In Design and Technology this term Year 2 will be designing healthy pizzas! The 

children will find out what the most popular pizza types are in the class. They will examine 
a variety of bread-based products and pizza toppings. They will design and make a 
balanced healthy pizza. Finally, the children will taste and evaluate their finished product. 
Feast time, Year 2! 

Art:  In Art this term, the children will learn about the artist Jon Burgerman looking at 
the theme of Celebrating differences. Children will create characters in the style of 
Burgerman using felt tips, markers and Poscha pens to explore mood and feelings. They 
will explore the way certain colours make them feel making links to the book ‘ The Day 
the crayons quit’.  Children will then create different characters through doodling and 
experimenting with different lines and shapes.   

 

 



  


