
 

YEAR 3 

IN THE SUMMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This year is the Year of St Francis of Assisi.  As a school, to mark 800 years 

since St. Francis's death, we will be encouraging the children to reflect on spiritual 
renewal, peace, and care for creation.  This term, the children will be focusing on 
the Early Church and the Holy Trinity.  The children will learn about the Bible story 
of Jesus revealing himself at Emmaus and sending his disciples to share God's love. 
They will make links between the breaking of bread in the Emmaus story and Jesus’ 
presence in the Mass.  They will understand that there is only one God, who is three persons which we call 
the mystery of the Trinity.  They will know that the disciples recognised Jesus when he broke the bread and 
that at Mass, what we eat looks like bread, but it is Jesus who comes, the living God.  The children will 
understand that the bread is the Body of Christ.  Following this, the children will learn that the Holy Spirit 
guided the first disciples and that she continues to guide our prayers.  After half term, the Year 3 children 
will experience and study other faiths and worldviews.  They will engage with different religious traditions 
to foster respect and understanding. Children will learn simple facts about Islam and explore how Jewish 
families celebrate Passover today.  Finally, the children will learn and understand how Christian beliefs 
influence responses to local and global issues while acknowledging and respecting differences in others' 
beliefs. 

English:  This half term the children will explore a range of texts linked to the rainforests.  

They will read the story ‘There’s a Rang-Tan in my bedroom’ and ‘The great Kopak tree’.  
Children will rewrite the narrative of the books, focusing on atmosphere, characterisation 
and dialogue.  The children will then read and write a persuasive piece based on ‘The 
Vanishing Rainforest’ and they will create a leaflet about saving the rainforest.  After half term, the children 
will explore a variety of texts linked to the Windrush.  They will read a selection of poems, perform them and 
compare how they portray the Windrush experience.  Following this, the children will read and write a diary 
of a child travelling on the Empire Windrush that captures their changing emotions.  The final unit in English 
links to traditional tales.  The children will read and write a new narrative version of Little Red Riding Hood, 
including setting description, character development and dialogue. 

Maths:  This term the fractions block focuses on calculating with fractions, this involves 

adding and subtracting fractions with the same denominator.  Children will investigate 
finding out unit and non-unit fractions of objects and amounts.  Following this, they will 
focus on expressing money as pounds and pence, not involving decimals. They will look 
at converting coins, notes or given amounts in pence into amounts written as pounds 
and pence. Children will calculate answers using money with pounds and pence, including finding change 
from a given amount.  Then children will expand their knowledge of time by looking at clocks that have 
numbers in digits and Roman numerals. Children will tell the time to the nearest 5 minutes and the nearest 
minute.  They will also be introduced to reading time on digital clocks and understand am and pm times.  
Finally, they will solve problems involving time such as time word problems. 



Science:  This half term the children will learn about how plants grow well.  They will learn 

how water, absorbed by the roots is distributed around the plant via the stem will then 
conduct experiments where the capillary action in plant stems can be observed.  Children 
will start to learn how plants make their own food using air and sunlight. They will then plan 
and conduct an experiment to show the importance of light for plant growth. Children will 
start to identify the parts of a flower, and how pollination occurs. They will then continue to identify and 
label the parts of a flower by drawing diagrams or dissecting flowers.  After half term, the children will 
explore magnetic, contact and non-contact forces. This topic is a very practical unit during which the 
children will carry out several experiments investigating questions such as ‘Are all metals magnetic?’. The 
children will develop their understanding of magnets and their poles exploring how poles attract and repel 
each other. 

Computing:  This half term the children will become familiar with the terms: ‘text’ and 

‘images’ and emojis; and understand that they can be used to communicate messages offline 
and online. They will use desktop publishing software and consider careful choices of font 
size, colour and type to edit and improve premade documents. Children will be introduced to 
the terms ‘templates’, ‘orientation’, and ‘placeholders’ and begin to understand how these 
can support them in making their own template for a magazine front cover.  They will look at a range of page 
layouts thinking carefully about the purpose of these and evaluate how and why desktop publishing is used 
in the real world.  After half term, the children begin by moving a sprite in four directions and then they will 
explore movement within the context of a maze.  This unit also introduces programming extensions, through 
the use of Pen blocks. The children will be given the opportunity to draw lines with sprites and change the 
size and colour of lines. The unit concludes with children designing and coding their own maze-tracing 
program.  The children will also be able to explain why they should only share information with people they 
choose to and can trust and explain that if they are not sure or feel pressured then they should tell a trusted 
adult. 

Humanities: 

Geography enquiry question: Why should the Amazon rainforest be important to us all?  In 
this topic, the children will take a trek into the depths of the Amazon rainforest.  They will 
discover where the rainforests are located and they will explore what it is like in a rainforest 
and learn about the four main layers of vegetation. The children will define the word ‘climate’ 
and use charts and graphs to explore the climate of tropical rainforests.  They will discover 
the indigenous rainforest tribes and compare their lives with life in modern society.  The 
children will explore how the rainforests are under threat and the actions that we can take to help save 
them. 

History enquiry question: How did the Windrush migration change Britain for the 
better?  After half term, the children will about the impact that the Windrush generation 
have had on the British population and their culture.  The children will find out about the   
historic journey the HMT Empire Windrush made in 1948, who its passengers were, and 
why they decided to buy a ticket for that journey.  The children will discuss the Windrush 
generation today and they will be challenged to research and present information about a famous person 
that is either part of the Windrush generation or has close links to someone who was. Children will discuss 
the impacts that they think the Windrush generation had on Britain at the time and now. The children will 
explore what expectations are and what the people of Britain and the Commonwealth migrants might have 
expected from their arrival and employment in the UK. They will have the opportunity to plan their own 
Windrush Day celebration. 



Music:  This half term, the children will complete the unit music and sound.  The 

focus of this is music earth activists, that is, musicians who use music to draw 
attention to the need to address climate change. It features Sinfonia Cymru’s 
“Regenerate: Seasons for Change”, a piece written for the Sinfonia Cymru and 
composed by the Welsh violinist Simmy Singh and percussionist Delia Stevens, who 
were inspired by Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons”. The children use their musical knowledge to compare the 
music for Winter in “Regenerate: Seasons for Change” and Winter in Vivaldi’s “The Four Seasons”, and, 
bearing in mind issues around global warming, they create their own composition ‘Winter Warrior’ which 
they perform with a themed backing track from “Regenerate: Seasons for Change”.  After half term, the 
children will develop musicianship through singing, playing, reading notation and ensemble performance, 
using “You Gotta Try” as the central song. Children will learn how pulse, rhythm and pitch interact by 
performing layered percussion and melodic parts, including glockenspiel and piano lines. Through practical 
rehearsal, they explore dynamics, tempo and expressive contrast, understanding how musical choices alter 
character and emotion. 

P.E.  This half term Year 3 will continue with their weekly swimming lessons.  The children will 

be working on their breathing techniques and developing the ability to use three different 
strokes, swimming on their front and back up to 25m.  This term, the children will also develop 
their team building skills, compete with a positive attitude and use a greater number of their 
own ideas for movement in response to a task.  They will throw and catch with control, show agility when 
opposed in game situations and keep possession when using equipment.  This term, they will also develop 
their skills in athletics building up to sports day in July. 

P.S.H.E.  Throughout the Summer 1 half term the children will begin by considering what is 

meant by the Holy Trinity and that it is a communion of persons supporting each other and how 
this then links to modern life. They will consider how the human family is similar to The Trinity 
and consider different family types. They will then look at how the Church is involved in our life 
and reflect on the concepts of generosity and charity. The children will look at the link between 
Church and school and they will consider their prior knowledge on loving thy neighbour and think of practical 
ways to love and care for others. They will understand that this is what God wants us to do.  Throughout the 
Summer 2 half term the children will look at financial capability. The children will focus on how we save 
money and ways to keep this safe. They will learn some of the different ways we can earn money and what 
they can do as children to earn ‘pocket money’. The children will explore making good choices with the 
money we have saved focussing on the value of it and they will begin to understand that sometimes you 
may have to plan your money out, using budgets. The children will spend some time looking at transitional 
emotions to prepare them to handle these in an effective manner as they move on with the next part of 
their learning journey. 

Art:  This term the children be exploring topic of the Rainforest will be explored comparing 

the work of artists Henri Rousseau and Ruth Daniels. Pupils will study their paintings of the 
rainforest and the jungle looking at use of tone, tint and shading using watercolours. 

D.T.  This term the children will be designing their own monsters which will move with the 

help of … air! The children will investigate a variety of familiar objects that use air to make 
them work. They will investigate techniques for making simple pneumatic systems. Each 
child will design and build a monster with a moving pneumatic part. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


