
 

YEAR 4 

IN THE SUMMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This term, the children will look at the mission of the Church and discuss 

spreading the Good News of the Gospel.  They will revisit the lives of St Peter and St 
Paul, focusing specifically on the virtues of faith, hope, and love.  The children will also 
learn about the structure of the Catholic Church today, tracing modern liturgies back 
to the early Church and the work of the apostles.  After half term, the children will 
study other faiths, religions, and worldviews. The children will learn how Christians work alongside people 
of different religious beliefs for the common good and to respect all humanities. These include the 
importance of the Torah and understanding ceremonies like Bar and Bat Mitzvah, in the Jewish faith.  The 
focus of their learning is on building bridges of friendship and understanding how diverse communities can 
coexist peacefully.  This year is the Year of St Francis of Assisi.  To mark 800 years since St. Francis's death, 
Pope Leo has encouraged the children to reflect on spiritual renewal, peace, and care for creation. 

English:  This term, the children will read and explore a variety of texts linked to their topic, 

‘What makes Britain great?’  They will read and analyse list poems of ‘Morning Break & At 
the end of School Assembly’ and ‘Performance of Please Mrs Butler’.  Children will use a 
varied and rich vocabulary with growing precision to create the different types of poetry.  
Following this, the children will create a persuasive brochure about visiting an area of Britain.  They will then   
read and discuss ‘The Treasure Hunters’ by Thompson and rewrite the chapter where the children are trying 
to escape from the passage way and re-enact the scene and write their own version.  After half term, the 
children will read ‘The Chocolate Tree’ and create a note book page of all the facts that you now want to 
follow up about the history of the Mayans.  They will then retell the story as a Mayan inspired play featuring 
a Mayan God.  Following this, the children will write a non-chronological paragraph about an aspect of Mayan 
life.  Children will then present their work to their peers and evaluate the content and performance, 
providing constructive feedback. 

Maths:  Children this term will start with a decimals unit, they will explore making a whole 

with tenths and with hundredths. They will be introduced to comparing and ordering 
decimals; rounding to the nearest whole number and recognising halves and quarters as 
decimals.  Money is a short topic in Year 4. They will begin by writing money using decimals, 
followed by converting between pounds and pence.  The children will also compare and 
estimate amounts of money and solve problems, calculating with money. By the end of Year 4, children 
should have a solid understanding of time and should be able to read, write and convert time between 
analogue and digital 12- and 24-hour clocks. The children need to also be able to solve problems involving 
converting hours to minutes, minutes to seconds, years to months and weeks to days.  Following this, the 
children will classify shapes using geometrical properties; exploring the different triangles and quadrilaterals.  
They will develop their knowledge of angles progresses to identifying acute and obtuse angles, and 
comparing and ordering angles by size.  Then children will be introduced to symmetry; identifying lines of 
symmetry presented in different orientations.  Children will be taught to understand and use simple scales 
and interpret charts; including bar charts, pictograms and line graphs. Finally, children will read, write and 
use pairs of coordinates in the first quadrant. They will also learn to describe movements between positions 
as translation up, down, left and right. 



Science:  This half term, the children will learn about eating and the human digestive 

system, focusing on how food is broken down to provide energy and nutrients. Key topics 
include the roles of the mouth, teeth, oesophagus, stomach, small intestine, and large 
intestine in transporting and processing food. Children will also learn how nutrients are 
absorbed into the bloodstream.  After half term, children will learn about sound.  During 
this unit the children will explore how the ear works including naming and labelling the main parts of the 
inner and outer ear. Through a range of experiments, they will also explore and investigate in detail volume 
and pitch and they will communicate their findings in a variety of ways. 

Computing:  This half term the children will develop their understanding of how digital 

images can be changed and edited, and how they can then be resaved and reused. They will 
consider the impact that editing images can have and evaluate the effectiveness of their 
choices.  After half term, the children will explore the concept of repetition in programming 
using the Scratch environment. The unit begins with a Scratch activity similar to that carried 
out in Logo in Programming unit A, where children can discover similarities between two 
environments. The children will look at the differences between count-controlled and infinite loops and use 
their knowledge to modify existing animations and games using repetition. Their final project is to design 
and create a game which uses repetition, applying stages of programming design throughout.  This term, the 
children will also think about E-Safety and be able to explain that internet use is never fully private and is 
monitored, e.g. adult supervision and know what the digital age of consent is and the impact this has on 
online services asking for consent. 

Humanities: 

Geography enquiry question:  What makes Britain great? 

Children will understand that the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, also 
known as the UK, is made up of the countries of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland.  They will know that the capital city of England (and the whole UK) is London, 
Scotland is Edinburgh, Wales is Cardiff and Northern Ireland is Belfast.  The children will learn 
about the natural parks and investigate natural resources.  They will study topography and 
the weather and climate of Britain.  Following this, the children will also explore the human geography 
features such as the population, diverse culture, sporting achievements and the monarchy.   

History enquiry question:  Why should we remember the Maya? 

In this unit, children will learn about the achievement of the Maya including their 
perspective of time, the calendar system, writing, maths and the environment. They will 
see the contrast between the Mayan culture and British history. The overarching theme is 
to understand beliefs, behaviours and values of a different culture and contrasting history.  
The children will place the Maya civilisation on a timeline and explain key milestones in the Mayan 
civilisation.  The children will summarise their key learning from their learning journey by presenting it to 
others. 

Music:  The first unit this half term focuses on creating and applying sound effects 

(FX) to bring visual media to life. Children will explore how FX enhances action, sets 
moods, and adds realism to a scene. Starting with an underwater clip, children learn 
to select, record, and manipulate sounds using natural sources or digital tools. They 
work individually and in groups, making compositional decisions about timing, 
layering, and volume. Children will then create FX for their own visual media. The 
unit encourages creativity, critical listening, and collaboration, linking music, media, and environmental 
sound studies.  After half term, children will focus on developing vocal accuracy, ensemble skills, and 
confidence in performing. Children will learn to sing rounds and songs that include challenging melodic 
intervals, practising small and large pitch leaps.  By the end of the unit, children will be confident singers, 



capable of performing individually and collaboratively, and will be able to share their learning through 
engaging, polished performances. 

P.E.  This half term the children will have a broad and balanced experience across a 

variety of sports and physical activities in multi-sports.  They will develop fundamental 
movement skills, building confidence, and introducing simple tactics and rules.  They 
will play a mixture of invasion, net and wall games and striking and field games.  After 
half term, the children will develop their athletics skills; completing running, jumping 
and throwing with an emphasis on technique and personal bests.  The children will 
also complete some outdoor and adventurous activities further developing their problem solving and 
communication skills, completing teamwork challenges.  Across the term, children will develop resilience 
and a positive attitude to physical activity. 

P.S.H.E.  Throughout the Summer 1 half term, the children will learn about life cycles, they 

will gain an understanding that they were made by God alongside their parents.  The children 
will look at God through the lens of The Holy Trinity and how human families reflect the same 
idea. They will explore the link between Church and school and use this to build on their 
understanding of a community.  After half term, the children will focus on environmental 
education. The children will understand biodiversity within different habitats and be able to identify a range 
of factors that can affect habitats. They will learn about different ways to care for habitats and that this is 
our human responsibility to protect habitats and endangered species. Children will develop a sense of pride 
and confidence that they are able to make a change and even a small step to change is important. 

D.T. In Design and Technology this term Year 4 will be making story books with lever and 

linkage systems in them. The children will investigate and evaluate different products which 
have such elements. They will experiment with a range of techniques to create moving 
mechanisms. They will also select their favourite fonts and graphic techniques. After 
designing and creating their own story book, the children will share and evaluate their 
finished product. Enjoy story time, Year 4! 

Art:  Children will explore this terms topic of The Mayans by making masks in the style 

of the Mayans. They will create sketches of their observations understanding the types 
of masks the Mayans wore and think about their purpose. The children will learn about 
the artists Calixte Dagopan and Romauld Hazoume and compare their styles. Finally, 
the children will design and make their own masks in a 3D form. 

 

 

 

 


