
 

YEAR 5 

IN THE SUMMER TERM YOUR CHILD WILL LEARN… 

R.E.  This term, the children will be following the Resurrection and explore the 

origins and structure of the Catholic Church. They will learn about the 
Resurrection, Ascension, and the Coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The 
children will use specialist religious vocabulary to show knowledge and 
understanding of the religious actions and signs involved in the celebration of 
Confirmation.  They will reflect on the links between the words chrism and 
Christian and discuss what it means for Christians to be anointed for Christ today.  Additionally, they will 
study Mary’s life and another Saint as examples and will explain what the term ‘discipleship’ means.  After 
half term, the children will focus on the Church's relationship with other faiths and the broader community. 
They will learn how Christians work together with people of different religious beliefs and they will adhere 
from a quote from the late Pope Francis- Pope Francis- ‘The Common Good’: The unit emphasises how all 
"People of Goodwill" can collaborate toward the common good while respecting all humanity.  This year is 
the Year of St Francis of Assisi.  To mark 800 years since St. Francis's death, Pope Leo has encouraged the 
children to reflect on spiritual renewal, peace, and care for creation. 

English:  The children will start the half term by reading and enjoying ‘The Highwayman’ 

by Alfred Noyes.  They will explore the character and setting using drama and role on the 
wall and they will retell an account of what happens in the Highwayman narrative poem.  
Following this, they will then read ‘Inside the villain’ text and create new page for the book 
about a character from the Highwayman.  After half term, children will read a variety of 
texts linked their topic about North America. They will read and write tourist brochures, using persuasive 
techniques and they will a write non-chronological report about different countries in North America.  Then 
the children will read ‘The man that walked between the towers’ by Gerstein.  After reading and discussing 
the text, the children will write thought and speech bubbles in role as the main character.  They will use 
formal and persuasive speech in role and they will compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of 
the characters in stories.  Following this, the children will listen to and perform a variety of American rap 
songs and they will innovate their own poetry based on the rap poetry!  The children always thoroughly 
enjoy this unit and great fun will be had by all! 

Maths:  In the first block of Year 5 this term, children will become more accurate in 

drawing lines with a ruler to the nearest millimetre and measuring with a protractor. 
Children will learn to identify angles at a point and one whole turn, and angles at a point 
and on a straight line. After that they will use the properties of rectangles to deduce facts 
about missing lengths and angles and distinguish between regular and irregular polygons 
based on reasoning about equal sides and angles. They also become more familiar with 3D shapes.  Following 
this, the children will recognise and use reflection and translation in a variety of diagrams. They will build on 
their understanding of symmetry; reflecting in horizontal and vertical lines.  Children will then move on to 
thinking about adding and subtracting decimals; initially with the same number of decimal places, but then 
progressing to different numbers of decimal places.  Children will also multiply whole numbers and decimals 
by 10, 100 and 1000.  Following this, children will begin to understand negative numbers. They will start by 
counting through zero in 1s, followed by counting through zeros in multiples.  Children will also compare and 



order negative numbers and find the difference.  Finally, children will end the year learning about cubic 
centimetres and comparing volume.  They will work practically and estimate volume and capacity. 

Science:  Throughout this term the children will be exploring Living Things and their 

Habitats – this unit is broken into two parts. The first part will involve the investigation of 
the life cycles of mammals, birds, amphibians and insects. During the second half of the 
term, we will look at Changes and Reproduction.  Throughout both units the children will 
learn lots of scientific terminology and carry out group and individual research tasks. 

Computing:  This half term the children will start to create vector drawings. They will learn 

how to use different drawing tools to help them create images. They will recognise that 
images in vector drawings are created using shapes and lines, and each individual element in 
the drawing is called an object. Children will layer their objects and begin grouping and 
duplicating them to support the creation of more complex pieces of work.  After half term, 

they children will develop their knowledge of ‘selection’ by revisiting how ‘conditions’ can be 
used in programming, and then learning how the ‘if… then… else...’ structure can be used to select different 
outcomes depending on whether a condition is ‘true’ or ‘false’. They will represent this understanding in 
algorithms, and then by constructing programs in the Scratch programming environment. They will learn 
how to write programs that ask questions and use selection to control the outcomes based on the answers 
given. The children will use this knowledge to design a quiz in response to a given task and implement it as 
a program.  This term, the children will also think about E-Safety and will be able to explain that many free 
apps or services may read and share private information (e.g. friends, contacts, likes, images, videos, voice, 
messages, geolocation) with others and explain what app permissions are and give some examples. 

Humanities: 

History enquiry question:  How has crime and punishment changed over time?  

In this unit the children will be taken on a journey through British history as they discover 
how crime and punishment has changed throughout the ages. Beginning with the Romans 
and traveling right through to the present day, the children will discover how changes in 
society create changes in the kind of crimes that are committed, as well as the ways in 
which they are punished. 

Geography enquiry question: Why is the climate of North America so diverse?  

After half term, the children will voyage across the Atlantic as they discover the continent of 
North America and all its amazing countries, cities and landscapes.  They will identify the 23 
countries of North America, from the vast lands of the USA and Canada down through Central 
America and on to the Caribbean islands. On the way they will explore the various geographical 
features of different areas of North America and compare them with their own locality. 

Music:  This term, children will use YuStudio, Charanga’s fully-featured Digital 

Audio Workstation (DAW), to explore storytelling through music. Children will 
create a “Spooky Story” composition, combining melody, drums, basslines, and 
sound effects to underscore their original stories. Children will develop skills in 
music technology, composition, improvisation, and recording, while also reflecting 
on narrative structure and expressive performance. The project encourages both 
individual creativity and collaborative work, culminating in a performance or recording that demonstrates 
musical and storytelling skills.  After half term, children will be introduced to Grime music as a modern 
musical genre. Children explore the rhythmic, lyrical, and structural features of grime through listening, 
performing, improvising, and composing.  They will study the relationship between beats, basslines, and rap 
lyrics, culminating in a performance of their own grime-inspired compositions. 

 



P.E.  This half term, the children will focus on their hockey skills.  During this unit the 

children will demonstrate and use the push and slap pass.  They will dribble the ball using 
the correct side of the stick and they will learn how to tackle correctly and win back 
possession of the ball and pass, receive and travel with the ball with control and accuracy.  
After half term, the children will focus on athletics.  They will learn how to throw for 
distance, power and accuracy and show self-belief in their performance.  The children will 
demonstrate good teamwork when performing relay races an they will learn to hop, skip and jump to form 
a basic standing triple jump.   

P.S.H.E  Throughout the Summer 1 half term, children will look at First aid, they will learn about 

the recovery position and have practical experience of this.  This half term, they will also deepen 
their understanding of the Trinity and focus on how the Holy Spirit works through us to bring 
God’s love and goodness to others. They will recap prior learning about being made in God’s 
image and link this to the principles of Catholic Social Teaching. They will explore how to apply 
the principles of Catholic Social Teaching to current issues and different ways they can spread God’s love in 
their community.  After half term, the children will focus on financial capability. The children will be able to 
recognise that wants and needs can be met through savings. They will then recap their prior knowledge on 
the different ways of saving and the importance of this. They will explore real life scenarios for saving money 
and have a go at a practical plan to save for something they would like. The children will spend some time 
looking at transitional emotions to prepare them to handle these in an effective manner as they move on 
with the next part of their learning journey. 

Art:  This term, the children will concentrate on producing self-portraits in the style of Frida 

Kahlo. They will research her life and the symbolism within her work creating a detailed 
study of an artwork of hers.  Children will use a range of materials – pens, pencil and inks 
and they will use symbolism to represent their own lives and feelings. 

D.T.  In Design and Technology this term Year 5 will be designing burgers! The children will 

explore different types of burgers and their nutrition facts. They will explore how to make 
burger patties and sauces and side dishes. They will also explore different burger buns and 
their suitability. They will finally design and make their own burger which they will taste and 
evaluate. Yum - yum, Year 5! 

 

 

 


