St Charles R.C.

Summer Reading Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we enter our Summer Term, we continue to nurture a love of reading with every child
across school. Reading helps our children grow in knowledge, imagination and faith, and
supports our mission to develop the whole child, “As a family of God, we love to learn and
learn to love”.

{2 World Book Day

As always, the children and staff thoroughly enjoyed our World Book Day celebrations.
Everyone looked absolutely fantastic in their costumes and showed such enthusiasm when
talking about their favourite books and characters. It was wonderful to see so many creative
outfits inspired by classic and modern stories, and even more importantly, to hear the
excitement around reading in every classroom.

Throughout the day, pupils took part in a range of activities including shared reading sessions,
book quizzes, storytelling, buddy reading and creative writing. Our older children did a
fantastic job reading with younger classes, demonstrating confidence, kindness and
leadership.

We were especially proud of the thoughtful discussions that took place about favourite
authors, characters and the importance of reading for pleasure. Events like this remind us
how powerful books are in bringing our school community together. Each child selected a
book from the Reading Well to take home and share with their friends and family.

Thank you for your support in helping your child prepare for the day and in continuing to
promote a love of reading at home. Your encouragement makes a real difference.

L[] storytelling Week
All of the children enjoyed our recent author visit as part of Storytelling Week.

The children had the exciting opportunity to meet and work with local author, Emma
Reynolds, who inspired them with engaging storytelling, lively readings and fascinating



insights into the writing process. The sessions were filled with laughter, imagination and
creativity, and it was a joy to see the children so fully immersed in the power of stories.

Events like this play an important role in nurturing a love of reading and writing. Meeting a
real author helps children to see that stories do not just appear on a page — they are
created through imagination, perseverance and passion.

Emma enjoyed her visit to St Charles and commended the children on their behaviour and
participation in the assembly and workshops.

{3 Scholastic Book Fair

Thank you to everyone who supported the Book Fair in school this term. We raised over
£500 which will be used to buy books to support the curriculum and children’s learning in
school. We will purchase some more reading for pleasure books based on the children’s
survey results.

Class Library Visits

This term we have arranged for each class to visit Swinton Library. The aim of these visits is
to encourage children to visit the library again in their own time and to develop their love of
reading further. We'd like all of our children to see the library as an exciting and enjoyable
place to visit for everyone.

Y5 — Wed 15" April am
Y1 - Wed 22" April am
Y3 — Wed 29" April am
Y4 — Wed 20" May am
Y6 — Wed 10" June am
Y2 — Wed 17" June am

Rec — Wed 8™ July am
Nursery — Wed 15" July pm
Book Giveaway

In March the School Council helped to do some book weeding in the library! The children
identified some pre-loved books that needed a new home so we set up some book giveaway
stalls in the playground. These books were positively received by the children and our
families and all of the books have gone to new homes. Thank you!




£ Books Featuring Positive Male Role Models

oVE 0r BOOKS

it

With Fathers’ Day approaching (Sunday 21st June), you could take some time to share some
stories with the special men in your family.

Here are some fantastic books that celebrate caring, strong and inspiring male characters:

EYFS & KS1:
e My Dad by Anthony Browne
e Daddy Lion’s Tea Party by Mark Sperring
e The Lion Inside by Rachel Bright
Lower KS2
e The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield
e Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies
e Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman
Upper KS2
e Wonder by R.J. Palacio
e The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q. Rauf
e The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
Transition

For Year 6 children leaving us in July ready for their new adventure at Secondary school, here
are some books covering topics of transition, friendship groups, adjusting to change and
dealing with the big emotions associated with settling into a new school.




=k Summer Reading Challenge

As we approach the summer holidays, we are excited to invite all of our children to take
part in this year’s Summer Reading Challenge, delivered in partnership with The Reading
Agency and your local library service.

The Summer Reading Challenge encourages children to keep reading throughout the
holidays, helping to maintain their progress and build confidence ready for the new school
year. Best of all, it’s completely free to join!

£ What is the Summer Reading Challenge?

Children sign up at their local library and set themselves a reading goal over the summer. As
they read books of their choice, they receive incentives and rewards along the way,
finishing with a certificate and reward when they complete the challenge.

Children can read:
e Fiction or non-fiction
e Picture books, chapter books or graphic novels
e Library books, e-books or audiobooks

The focus is on reading for pleasure and enjoyment.

i’% Why Take Part?
Research shows that children who continue reading over the summer:
e Maintain and improve reading skills
e Return to school more confident and ready to learn

e Develop a lifelong love of books

E How to Join

Simply visit your local library at the start of the holidays to register. Library staff will explain
this year’s theme and help your child choose books that interest them.

We would love to celebrate children’s participation in September, so please encourage your
child to bring their certificate to school so we can recognise their achievement.

Thank you for your continued support in nurturing a love of reading at home.

Wishing you all a happy, restful and book-filled summer!










